





Ep done the Big Three of 

freeway sport. | lived in Los 

Angeles for years, and actually got to 

like taking on L.A.'s freeways whenever I had 
to use them. They don't scare me. 

l've driven the Pennsylvania Turnpike from 
end to end, both ways, in every kind of weath- 
er, and this leering beast of a toll road holds no 
space in my anxious heart. It is a girl's drive, 
pure and simple. 

The Northeastern Loop is a formidable chal- 
lenge—the Jersey Turnpike to the Cross 
Bronx, to Route 95 in Connecticut all the way 
up to Bean Town, and then rebounding out the 
Mass Pike. | can do it with my eyes closed. 

No, l've passed the point of seeking adven- 
ture on the roads of the USA. They're a cheap 
thrill at best. For my money, the only satisfac- 
tion to be found in a car is across the big 
pond. 

Many times, l've thought | found my match. 
Driving in England for the first time, on the 
wrong side of the street and shifting with the 
wrong hand was a little sketchy, to borrow a 
term from the Garrahan brothers. | lost 
weight. | bit my nails. | almost made water 
where it wasn't supposed to be made, but by 
the end of two weeks | was teddibly British in 
my road manners. The thrill was gone. 

l've been tapped from behind in Holland, 
doing 140k on a freeway. | never even looked 
in the mirror. | raced scooters in Tokyo, played 
chicken in the Ginza, and it didn’t faze me. 
Canadian city drivers are known to be fiercely 
aggressive, but they were mere felines. Same 
for Australia, where everyone is so courteous 
it lulls you into a eucalyptus haze. 

Italy was a challenge—racing the streets in a 
gutless Fiat Scungili, dicing it up with some of 
the best drivers in Europe. | finally found home 
| thought, a place where my temperament was 
matched by drivers who were truly daring, 
executing feats of precision automotive skill 
that would make the Blue Angels cower. | actu- 
ally thought that Italian drivers were insane, 
the wildest, most risk-prone lunatics in the 
world; the best source of entertainment on the 
western side of the globe. 

And that was before | went to Portugal. 

Now, Italian drivers need to have their habits 
explained. To Americans especially they 
appear to be out of their minds when they’re 
behind the wheel. Traveling down a two-lane 
road you'll see another driver coming the 
other way jump out of the traffic line as if he 
were looking for an opportunity to pass. 
Perfectly alright, true? The moment the hair 
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stands on end is when you realize he IS pass- 
ing, no matter that you’re coming the other 
way. Seeing this, your American heart stops 
and you may involuntarily slam your eyes shut 
for a second, expecting the worst. But what 
you do is move as far as you can to the right, 
so does the driver in front of him, and every- 
body passes three abreast, no problem. 


each other, and get very angry if you get in 
their way. The difference is that the Italians 
drive like that because they KNOW what the 
other driver is going to do (assuming the other 
driver is Italian, remember). 

The Portuguese drive the way they do 
because they are convinced they are immortal. 

Somewhere, some time back in recent histo- 


“Italian drivers need to have their habits explained. 
To Americans especially they appear to be out of their 
minds when they’re behind the wheel.” 


The first time you survive one of these 
encounters it seems like a rare miracle. The 
second and third time you begin to think that 
all the drivers are insane. And, if you go away 
and hide at this point, you may never uncover 
the truth behind all this, and that would be a 
shame. 

The truth is, the Italian drivers, long reviled 
as being the worst drivers on the planet by 
those with weak knees, are actually highly 
skilled, well-trained artists. In their own com- 
pany they drive like this every day, go about 
their business, and live to a fine old age pol- 
ishing their Fiats well past the point those 
junkheaps should stay running. The only time 
they get into trouble is when a scared tourist 
is coming the other way—especially an 
American—who is likely to cross themselves, 
close their eyes and lock their arms, and pray 
their insurance company will pay for the oper- 
ations. 

| was the same way for a while, but multiple 
trips to Italy caused me to learn and under- 
stand, and realize that the Italians, far from 
their undeserved reputations, were actually 
some of the best drivers on the planet. 

| thought the quest was lost—although I’ve 
never driven in the Far East or Africa, and 
never intend to. | thought Europe was finally 
civilized as far as drivers went. Portugal has 
changed all that. 

Actually, the Portuguese and the Italians 
have a lot of similarities in their driving habits. 
They are both very fast drivers, regardless of 
their chosen equipment and personal safety. 
They both take “chances” when they pass 


ry, l'm convinced that possibly the Pope him- 
self told the Portuguese that none of them 
would ever be killed in a car. Therefore, they 
are not at all concerned about what or who 
might be coming around the blind curve when 
they get the urge to pass; the Pope said it was 
all right, so it’s going to be okay, even if the 
guy driving that truck full of goats is blind 
drunk. 

Did | have any exciting experiences in 
Portugal this summer? Oh my, yes. Every day, 
no matter who might be behind you—house- 
wife, businessman or truck driver—every one 
of them was hell-bent on burying their head- 
lights behind your trunk lid, not only on the 
open road, but in the tiniest of villages as well. 
Walls hemming in the street on each side, 
stray dogs working the curb, and mama wash- 
erwoman with the basket on her head, no mat- 
ter. The Portuguese feel like they're wasting 
their time unless they're slamming through all 
this at 100 kph or better, and they won't rest 
until you're doing it too. | very firmly believe 
the Pope also told them they wouldn't kill their 
neighbors with a car. Somebody please send 
an e-mail to the Vatican, and tell them the 
madness has to stop! 

| will admit right now that | met my match in 
Portugal. One too many crazed housewives, 
and far too many raging truck drivers. This 
small country keeping the western border of 
Spain dry has earned my respect as the 
Lunatic Driving Capital of the western world, 
and | tip my hat to them. 

| just hope they stay away from the Jersey 
Turnpike. l'm comfortable here. 1t 


Speed is where it’s at, and for 2000 we’re making 


going faster that much easier. We’ve completely 
redesigned our XCR line to offer| more comfort, 
less restriction, and unmatched durability. If going fast 
is your idea of fun, then step up to XCR from Moose. 
It'll make going faster a whole lot easier. 


Sublimated shimmer-cloth front, back and outer sleeve is great 
looking and very durable. 


Upper side and inner sleeve constructed of ventilated mesh for 
moderate breathability. 


) V-neck collar for less restriction and increased breathability. 


Synthetic materials will not absorb your sweat and become 
heavy and non-breathable like cotton. 


Moisture-wicking material keeps you cool in summer and dry in 
winter. 


Leather inner-knee grips the tank and withstands exhaust heat 
and knee braces. 


Stretch-Kevlar knee area with injected rubber patch withstands 
everything from thorny bushes to kneeling trail-side| tire 
changes. 


Continuous 360-degree spandex side stripe for ultimate 
comfort in the riding position. 


Twelve separate stretch panels provide maximum fit, 
flexibility and airflow. 


> Oversized knees fit over knee/shin guards and knee! braces 
comfortably. 
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Husqvarna WR250 Suspension Setup 

Hey Mark, 

| don't know if you will remember me, my name's 
Jeff Barber and | operate Cliffside Offroad Park in 
western Maryland. Clipper said you could help me 
out with suspension settings for the 1999 Husky 
250. | have been riding Husqvarna motorcycles for 
the last several years. It is nice to see a fair evalu- 
ation of the bikes. Keep up the good work. 

Jeff Barber 

Rawlings, MD 


Jeff, 

You're right, | don't remember you, but I certain- 
ly remember getting my butt kicked in some 
ravines at Cliffside Park during an enduro some 
time back. You've definitely got some nice terrain 
there. 

Regarding the '99 WR250, what follows is what 
I'm currently running for rocky enduro terrain. But 
first, a couple of caveats. l've found that the sus- 
pension works great in faster, sandy terrain and 
aside from the harder clicker settings (read: more 
damping), nothing changes when | ride it in South 
Jersey. In rocky terrain, the shock's pretty good, 
however, l'm not completely happy with the fork. 
Given my druthers, l'd probably go to a softer fork 
Spring to start. Stock is .42 N/mm, and that's a lit- 
tle stiff for me. Even so, it still might require a 
revalve to work really good in rocky terrain. Fred 
Hoess gets his WR250 suspension done by Drew 
Smith and raves about its performance in the 
rocks. Additionally, Drew himself is currently riding 
a WR250, doing his own testing. 

Nonetheless, here's how we've set our bike up. 
First, make sure the fork air chamber oil height is 
adjusted right, somewhere between four to six 
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Quality Tools & Cables 
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Ratchet Spark Plug Wrench 

| Designed to fit where there is limited space on many 
"watercooled two-stroke machines. Ratchet , 
“mechanism works one way. Fits standard 13/16" 
“plugs. Small, light and easy, this tool is often found 
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High in the dusty hills at the Portuguese ISDE. 


inches. For ride height, set your sag to something 
like 3.75 to 4.0 inches, and run the fork up in the 
triple clamp to the first line on the top of the fork 
tube. For the rocks, | run fork compression at max- 
imum soft (23 clicks out from full closed (CW)) 
and fork rebound at 15 clicks out from full hard 
(closed). 

Regarding the shock, I’m running the high speed 


Rodney Smith, 1998 GNCC 
Champion counts on Motion 
Pro. You should too! 


compression (big knob) 8 clicks out from full 
closed. Each click is a quarter turn for this adjuster, 
so this is two full turns out. Total adjustment is 12 
clicks (three turns). | note this because my owners 
manual designates a standard setting of 15 clicks 
out for this adjuster, which doesn’t seem right. My 
shock low speed compression damping (little/top 
knob) is set 12 clicks out from full closed (hard). 
Procedure for setting these two adjustments is set 
the high speed first, then the low speed. I've set 
shock rebound at 18 out from full slow (closed). 

The bike works pretty well like this in all but the 
worst rock gardens. The problem is, when the 
going gets really rough the front end occasionally 
deflects and skates with dire results. | tagged a tree 
big time at this year’s Green Marble enduro as a 
result of this phenomena. 

Good luck with your suspension tuning. Keep me 
abreast of any changes you make and your impres- 


(Editor's Note: Since this was written Mark got 
fed up with mincing around with the forks, pulled 
the compression adjuster assembly out and simply 
removed some shims, put it back together and 
went riding again. He noted a great lessening in the 
deflection problem in the rocks, but he's not done 
testing yet to figure out if he did something termi- 
nally stupid. His main advice right now is to pay an 
expert to revalve the fork and have done with it.) 


Carb Adjustments and Jetting 

Dear Trail Rider, 

Welcome back! | left a message on your machine 
last night for you or Mark Uth. | have a new bone 
stock 1999 Husky WR250, and it is too fat off of 
the bottom, as stated in your August test article. 






in the back pockets of many mechanics as their riders 
(prepare to line itup. No more fouled plugs on the starting line! 


The New Motion Pro "MP" (Multi-Purpose) Tool is the perfect 
* addition to your fanny pack. This versatile tool is a must-have 
“for on-the-trail repairs or adjustments. The "MP" Tool can 
ibe used to remove 8mm, 10mm, 12mm, & 14mm bolts, 
(82 & #3 Phillips screws. small & medium straight- N 
» Slotted screws and 5mm hex bolts. It also includes a 1/ c 
var & 3/8" socket driver for using the 10mm & 12mm A 4 
‘sockets included. This tool's versatility can be enhanced £ V 
¿by adding your own 1/4" or 3/8" drive socket attachments. N 
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Can you please tell me how to check and/or adjust 
the carb float level? Can you recommend any other 
carb jetting changes? | live and ride next door to 
the Meriden Motorcycle Club in Meriden, CT, which 
is 110% pure rocks, roots, and snot. | am 5’ 6” tall, 
175 Ibs., with novice/amateur riding ability. 

Thank you for your help, and keep up the great 
work with Trail Rider. 

Jeff Chase 

Meriden, CT 


Jeff, 

The main problem with our 250 test bike was a 
high carb float level that made it virtually unridable. 
If you haven't checked this, l'd highly recommend 
it. Here's how to do it. First, make sure there's suf- 
ficient fuel in the tank and open the petcock. With 
the side stand up, lean the bike over until it begins 
to spill fuel from the carb overflow hoses. If this 
happens before the bike is angled over, say about 
45-55 degrees, then the float height is probably 
too high. 

To adjust the float height, remove the carb bowl 
to get at the float valve needle and floats. 
Depending on the carb (they're all pretty similar) 
the floats connect to a pivoting lever, in the center 
of which is a small tab which contacts the needle 
valve itself. Bending this tab affects the point at 
which the valve closes off the inrush of fuel from 
the tank. Bending it upward closes the valve off 
sooner, which is what our test bike needed. 

Be sure to only bend it a small amount at a time. 
Also, you can check needle valve action by blowing 
into the hose that connects the petcock to the carb, 
after disconnecting it from the petcock (flush it out 
first, too). As you're blowing through the hose, 
push up on the floats to see when the valve shuts. 
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“I was putting that big nut 
back on the end of that 
twirly shaft thing....” 


Be careful; a too low float level manifests itself by 
starving the motor for fuel under certain condi- 
tions, and causing a very lean mixture. Those con- 
ditions typically are steep hill climbs or extended 
motor operation at wide open throttle. If you expe- 
rience bogging in either of these conditions, then 
you've probably gone too far. 

Most owners manuals provide instructions and a 
diagram for setting float height. I’ve always pre- 
ferred the trial and error method outlined above. 
Just for the record, we've routinely found test 
bikes lately with the float either too high or too low. 
It's something that should be checked at the facto- 
ry or at the dealership before delivery, but it rarely 
happens before you get the bike. We recommend 
everyone check and adjust a new bike before riding 
to avoid any problems. 

With the float level properly adjusted, our 
WR250 is still a little fat on the bottom, but does- 
n't foul any plugs. Unfortunately, | haven't spent 
the time needed to clean things up. However, when 
| do get around to it, l'Il start by dropping the nee- 
dle a notch, and opening up the airscrew. If that 
doesn't solve things, l'd switch to a smaller pilot. 
Good luck and let me know how you make out. 

MU 





Crack Mechanic 

Dear Trail Rider, 

| was putting that big nut on the end of that twirly 
shaft thing when | was putting my bottom end 
together. Being one who follows the path of least 
resistance, | went to the tool box and selected the 
appropriate socket. 1 1/8-inch impact socket. 
Since it had a half-inch inch drive hole in the top | 
grabbed the 1/2 inch air gun and started in on this 
big old nut. Now the clincher here is | am rebuild- 
ing the engine, putting it back together. So | air gun 
this nut in place and it's left handed. Then | work 
some more and decide to take this nut back off, not 
really sure why | needed to take it back off but | 
grabbed the air gun and started blasting. Slowly at 
first, then the gun tore the top half of the nut off 
because it wouldn't fit down in the gear for a per- 
fect fit. So back to the tool box for a 1 1/8-inch thin 
wall socket, there it is, a Craftsman brand, and they 
are guaranteed unbreakable. So | selected a nice 
rubber hammer, see you always want to use a soft 
hammer on your socket so you don't mess up the 
chrome finish. | got that socket on there and start- 
ed in with the gun again, still not coming loose. I 
stuck a rag between some gears to help hold it and 
went at it with the gun some more. Finally after a 
long struggle with the air gun and the compressor 
keeping up with my demands, the nut jumped off. 
My question to you is, do you think this will mess 
up my new crank balancing job? Do you have a 
27mm left handed nut | can borrow? 

Puddin'head Anonymous 


Dear Puddin'head, 


No. 
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High Point Poseur 


We reported in a past issue that 
Steve Jamison won the High Point B 
at the Rattlesnake enduro. Well, it 
isn't true. There was a mix-up by the 
club the day of the event, and 
Jamison was officially yet erroneous- 
ly awarded the High Point trophy, 
though he wasn't there to protest, 
having left to attend an important 
meeting of his butterfly collecting 
club. The real High Point B winner 
was Steve Bowman from South Penn 
Enduro Riders, who was riding in the 
B Veteran class. Jamison actually fin- 
ished sixth overall B, first B Open, 
which is good, but not that good. He 
wanted us to let everyone know. 


Trail Crews Needed 


NETRA Board of Directors member 
Mike Stone reported on trail work 
progress in the Massachusetts 
Berkshires recently, stating that par- 
ticipation is generally down this year, 
which is a bad omen for those inter- 
ested in trail access. Last year, trail 
crews put in a total of 2000 main 
hours in five state forests in Western 
Mass., including Beartown, Tolland, 
Savoy, October Mountain, and 
Pittsfield. The hour totals include 
Berkshire Trails Council work parties 
and additional work done by clubs 





and individuals. 

Both of the two last work parties 
were advertised well in advance in 
the NETRA newsletter. There were no 
NETRA events uas 
on either day È$ 
except the 
Ammonoosuc 
Turkey Run in 
northern NH on 
9/12/99. Six 
NETRA members 
participated in 
the 8/29/99 work 
party and four 5 
NETRA members & 
participated in 
the 9/12/99 work 
party. "This lack 
of participation 
from an associa- 
tion of 2500 makes me think that our 
members don't care and that if we 
lose everything we have built up in 
the Berkshires, we deserve it. | hope 
| am just over-reacting to a seeming- 
ly inexplicable temporary lull in par- 
ticipation. However, we need to do 
something to promote participation 
and | am all ears," said Stone. It is in 
every NETRA member's interest to 
get involved with trail maintenance 
and construction to ensure our con- 
tinued use of all forests, and there is 
some prime riding in the Berkshires 





Hoess Hurt 


The ECEA's 1998 Enduro Champion, Fred Hoess, picked up a serious injury 
at the Beehive enduro. The accident occurred where a short, tight section of 


, trail came out onto a road, right where a telephone pole and guide 
d wire were located. The club had hung ribbon on the pole and wire, 
but riders were coming into the spot slightly late, and Hoess was 
working his way past other riders. "| never saw the wire. | was 
mixed up with passing some slower riders," Hoess said. Fred had 
the unfortunate luck to catch the guide wire right in his face, and 
recently switching to a full-face helmet may have saved him from 
] even more serious injury. As it is, he broke his jaw badly and 
knocked out a fair number of teeth. The lacerations involved need- 
ed 60 stitches inside his mouth and 15 outside, and the ultimate 


| h fate of his teeth is yet to be known. “I’ve been riding for 28 years, 


and this is my first major injury," Fred told us. 

=; Ihe first person to stop on the scene of the accident was a 
4 woman passing by who apparently fainted dead away when she 
saw Fred. Shortly afterwards Marc Grossman stopped and helped, 
and he and Fred rode back to the start where Fred headed straight 
for the ambulance. Grossman went back and picked up where he 


left off, and still finished 10th overall for the day. Fred was understandably 
bummed about the injury, both from being incapacitated (liquid diet, etc.) and 
from missing the heart of the racing season. Still, he came back for the 
October 3rd ECEA hare scrambles just to salvage some points, and did a 
respectable fifth overall in a fair amount of discomfort and pain. Thank good- 
ness he wasn’t hurt any worse than he was, and we’re wishing him a speedy 


and full recovery. 


that we would all hate to lose. Now is 
the time—in the off-season—to start 
getting involved, so call the NETRA 
office at (860)875-5757 or Mike 
Stone at (800)999-2003, and find out 
how you can volunteer some of your 
time. 


Because of the way this magazine 
is constructed the pages color can 
appear on only occur at the front 
and back of the book. That’s why 
the Six Days story is nearly all in 
black and white. However, we’ve 
got color space on these two 
pages, so we're throwing in anoth- 
er set of photos just so you can see 
what Portugal looked like in color. 


Left: Qur favorite photo location, one of 
our favorite photos—the ruins of the vil- 
lage of Candal, with Paul Krause scooting 
past some stone huts. Right: An Australian 
Trophy Team rider eyes a big meat guard 
rail on the outside of this downhill switch- 
back. Below: The country is almost sur- 
rounded by beach, and it was worth a visit. 





y2K Rumor Mill 


What’s going to happen in New 
England in 1999? Very difficult to 
say, but even now the rumor mill is 
starting. Word is that former NETRA 
enduro champ Jason Cayer is buying 
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a house and planning on sitting out 
at least next year, as he eases into his 
new role as a family man. We hear 
Josh McLevy might be turning his 
sights towards a motocross career 
rather than slogging it out in the hare 
scrambles any more. And it's fairly 
certain, from what the little birds tell 
us, that the retired Tommy Norton is 
getting a new YZ125 and suiting up 
to try to win the NETRA Enduro 
Championship. But he hates 
enduros, you say? Maybe so, but he 
could still win that championship if 
he'd just read the instruction book 
for his enduro computer. 


Four Stroke 


Wars 


We're still sitting on a 
story about KTM's year EE 
2000 new model intro- ge^ 
duction a few months 
back, and hopefully you'll 
see a little story on it next 
month. But basically, we 
have to tell you right now 
that we got a chance to 
ride their new four 
strokes and we are definitely 
impressed. There's a 400 and a 520, 
both EXC and MXC, and all four of 
the bikes feature brand new frames, 
and brand new engines. They're as 
thin as a 300 EXC two-stroke, as far 


"n 


as we can tell, and feel super-light to 
ride. The MXC machines use a kick- 
start engine while the EXCs are elec- 
tric-start, and even with the electric- 
start motor, battery and associated 
electrical plumbing the EXCs still feel 
as light or lighter than any other 
thumper we've ever ridden. The ads 
all say that KTM has already won a 
couple of world championships on 
these bikes, and it's true; so that 
should also give you some idea of 
what they're going to be like. For our 
part, we have to admit that we're in 
the process of hocking everything in 
the garage in preparation to buying 





one of those 400EXCs. 

Honda is apparently finally coming 
out with that 650cc XR that was 
rumored to exist almost three years 
ago now. It seems to be the only new 


Above: Everybody's favorite Italian, Gio Sala, couldn't get up to. ER 
pace this year, but still pleased the crowd wherever he went. j 
Right: Ty Davis, leading the American charge once again. 


thing in Honda’s lineup, and anyone 
waiting for the Big H to come out 
with something to go up against 
Yamaha's YZ/WR400 better get ready 
to wait a little longer. The dual sport 
guys out here might be interested, 
but we can't imagine piloting a 650 
XR in the rocky bogs of New 
England. 

Suzuki is finally overhauling their 
four-stroke lineup, bumping the 
DR350 up to a DRZ400. Even so, 
theres not an MX machine in the 
lineup, instead they have a kickstart 
enduro model, an 
electric start 
enduro, and an 
electric-start dual 
sport bike all based 
on the same water- 
cooled engine. 

Word from the 
Gas-Gas camp was ; 
that the first four- D 
stroke they come m^ 
out with will be the 
Gas-Gas 250 thumper, prime for the 
ISDE 250  Four-Stroke class. 
Speaking of which, we tried to get a 
look at the 250cc Husaberg four- 
stroke at the Six Days this year, but 
somehow they always eluded our 
gaze. We believe it's just a sleeved- 
down 400. 

Yamaha increased the size of their 
YZ to 426, speaking of the big blue 









bike, along with a number, of detail 
changes. The WR400F is returning 
with a number of detail changes, but 
if you're looking for a new dual sport 
bike based on the WR, keep your 
shirt on. The top of the Yamaha dual 
sport food chain is still the XT350, 
and it's not quite the same as the 
WR400. 

And what of the Cannondale, Dirt 
Rider magazine’s Bike of the Year? | 
don’t know, has anyone seen one 
yet? 


_.. Tool Freaks 
€ 


Only 


You gotta have one of 
these. Cruz Tools has a 
new Metric Moto 
Wrench that provides 
six wrench sizes—8, 
10, 12, 13, 14, and 
17mm, along with slot- 
ted and #2 Phillips 
screwdriver tips, a 
spark plug gap gauge and a bottle 
opener. There’s not much else neces- 
sary to support life, is there? Look at 
the picture, it’s a flat plate of stain- 
less steel just waiting to crawl into 
your fanny pack. Call them right 
away at (831)439-8340 and tell them 
we said you had to get one. The retail 
price is supposed to be $13.95. How 
can you beat it? ® 





Left: The only woman entered in the ISDE, Italy's 
Dory Molinari, hung on all week and finished 
with a bronze. She doesn't ride like a girl. Below: 
We can't run enough pictures of Drew Smith. He 
should get a pension for 20 years of ISDE riding. 
He swears this was his last. We'll see. 








What Bike? 
Dear Mike, 
| am interested in getting a new 
KTM. But with all the different sizes, 
200, 250, 300, | don't know which is best for 
me. | am a B rider and weigh 165 pounds. I've 
ridden 125s in the past and would like some- 
thing a little different. 
—Steve 


| have had the chance to ride all three bikes 
you mentioned, and in different situations | like 
them all. My situation is different from yours, 
however. For example, | prefer the 250 all 
around, but I’m a little bigger and heavier than 
you. And then for different races | might need 
something other than the 250. The Colorado 
National, for example, happens at a higher alti- 
tude and in big hills, and for that race I'd pick 
the 300 without question. For a tight local race | 
might try the smaller bike. 

Considering your size and experience, | would 
recommend you trying a 200 E/XC. The 
200 is the same weight as the KTM 125 
with a lot more torque off the bottom 
and good strong top end power. It's 
actually easier to ride than the 125. It 
also has a smaller chassis than the 250 
or 300 and a fair amount less weight. 
See if you can test ride a friend's bike, 
or ask at a dealer. | think you'll like it. 

—Mike 


Rooty Tooty 

Dear Mike, 

My question concerns how best to 
negotiate roots. | don't mean the ones 
that cross a trail while you're going 
straight, Im talking about those 
stringy, bony ones at the base of trees 
when you're trying to make a 90 or 180 
degree turn and there's no dirt to help 
keep the front end from washing out. 


Riding with Mike 


by Mike Lafferty 


Q and A 


each time to find the best one that works for 
you. Try going into the turn on the outside (way 
outside, even a foot or two off the trail) and cut- 
ting straight across the roots. When you try 
this, be sure to keep your momentum up. Do all 
your acceleration before you hit the roots, and 
don't use too much throttle or brake while 
you're on them. They're too slippery to expect 
to accelerate, so keep enough momentum to 
coast over. 





times during a lap that you encounter roots like 
this, having your suspension perfect for the 
roots would actually hurt you over the rest of 
the course (you have to be set up way soft for 
this kind of obstacle). You should work on your 
lines and technique more than a way for the 
suspension to do the work for you. 

One thing | will mention is tires. | use 
Trelleborg tires on my bike, and if your roots are 
in rocky terrain Trelleborg makes the perfect tire 


“Do all your acceleration before you hit the roots, and don't 
use too much throttle or brake while you’re on them. They’re 
too slippery to expect to accelerate, so keep enough 


momentum to coast over.” 


About your suspension; | wouldn't let it con- 
cern you a whole lot. In my opinion, the few 


| probably run my front suspension a asia 


notch too stiff to compensate for the 
rest of a typical hare scrambles track. If 
you print this could you please make @ 
mention of suspension setup for roots? 
Thanks. 

—Tom Seaman 

Tom, 

Those kinds of roots are very tough & 
to ride, but | have a little trick you might & 
be able to use. When the dirt gets 
pushed off the roots it tends to leave a. § 
small berm on the very outside of the 
turn. | try to use that berm to find trac- 
tion, and put my inside foot down WES 
(while weighting the outside peg) to $ 
keep from sliding out. If you encounter 
this kind of obstacle during a hare 


scrambles, try using a different line Use momentum instead of power in roots, and be ready to stick a foot out. 
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for you. The new front Mega Grip tire is out- 
standing in rocks and slick roots, and given the 
choice | wouldn't use anything else. 
Match it to a Trelleborg Supermaster 
rear tire and you have the perfect setup. 
Hope to see you at the local races, be 

sure to come up and say hello! 
—Mike 


Wild Throttle 

Dear Mike, 

| have a problem with my 1997 KTM 
250 EXC. When I ride on trails with a lot 
of whoopdedos, the throttle sometimes 
goes full open, causing me great 
anguish and in one instance a lot of pain. 
Is there any way this can be avoided with 
special cable routing or parts that you 
know of? | found once the cable had 
come out of the top of the carb. Any and 
! all advice would be greatly appreciate. 
—Tony 


Tony, 

I ran into the same problem on a bike 
a while back, and wound up replacing 
| everything from the slide, the needle, the 
cable, and finally changed carburetors 
with another bike. | finally found the 
problem in the carb that had been stick- 
ing. There was a little bit of sand in the 
bottom of the float bowl, and when 1 
would hit a whoop it seems one piece of 
sand would suck into the main jet and 
stick the needle against the needle jet, 
not letting it come back down. Once | 
cleaned the carb out and kept the dirt out 
of it it worked fine. 

To keep the cable in the top of the carb, 
use a small zip-tie to lock the cable end 
to the adjuster on the top of the card. 

—Mike € 
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hether you hike, run, row, or 
ride, you are always at risk for 
developing blisters. Blisters are caused by fric- 
tion on the skin and are most common on the 
hands and feet. They are a common problem for 
dirt bike riders and can cause a lot of pain and 
frustration. These fluid filled lesions form when 
repetitive shearing forces cause a disruption and 
separation between the layers of epidermis of the 
skin. Fluid then collects in this space, and the pain 
is familiar to us all. The good news is that you can 
prevent them. 

Improperly fitting boots and gloves play a big 
role in their formation. So make sure you're wear- 
ing the right sized gear. Sporadic riding can also 
lead to formation of blisters. If your skin is not 
used to the activity, it has not had time to toughen 
in areas of friction. In order to condition the skin 
you have to gradually increase the activity. You 
have to allow the skin to form calluses in certain 
areas of increased friction, like the heels and the 
thumb on your throttle hand. To go out and ride 
for three hours if you have not ridden in months is 
just asking for blisters. Calluses increase the skin 
thickness to protect the friction areas. 

So how do you prevent blisters? 

Wear proper fitting equipment: A thumb's-width 
from the end of the boot to the tip of your big toe 
is a good guideline for boot sizing. If you're still 
growing you may need new boots more often, so 
use the blister excuse on your parents for some 
new boots, or try it on your wife so she can't 
harass you about laying out $300 for new boots. 
Wouldn't she rather spend the money than have to 
peel the skin off your heel for you? 

Wear layers: Layers of socks or special double- 
layered socks are better than one thick sock. The 
innermost sock should be a thin, fine weave, and 
the outer sock be a standard tube sock. Get the 
extra long size to get above the boot. Layering 
allows friction to develop between the socks and 
not on your skin. If you have trouble with hand 
blisters you can layer gloves also. A thin silk glove 
can be worn under your regular glove, the Michael 
Jackson technique. Sequins are optional, though. 
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by Dr. Steve Augustine, 
Hughston Sports Medicine Clinic 
Columbus, Georgia 


Blisters 


Stay dry: Keeping potential blister areas dry is 
almost impossible unless you’re desert riding. If it 
is a wet day bring extra socks and gloves and 
change them frequently. You can't stop during a 
scramble or enduro, but you can between motos 
or if you’re trail riding. Polypropylene socks wick 
moisture away from the skin better than cotton 
socks. Foot powders can also help. Damp skin 
makes it more susceptible to blister formation. 

Condition your skin: Gradually increase activity 
to allow calluses to form. In other words, ride 
more often. 

Break-in new boots or gloves: Don’t take them 
out of the box for the first time as you're getting 
dressed for a three hour race. Wear them at home 
a few times to allow the leather to loosen up and 
your foot to get accustomed to the new shape. Cut 
the grass in them. Not only are they stylish but 





It was more than blisters that tore this couple apart. 
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Montgomeryville Cycle Center 
980 Route 309 * Montgomeryville, PA 


800-899-7511 


Honda * Kawasaki * Suzuki * Yamaha 


Your one-stop shopping center for all your 
Moto, Enduro, and Hare Scrambles needs 


protective. Your neighbors will all want them. 
Each boot or glove is different and you should give 
your skin time to adjust to different pressure 
points. 

Lube up: In areas of potential blisters apply some 
Vaseline or skin lubricant. | am sure Clipper can 
recommend one with his vast experiences of mon- 
key butt. Some of the mountain bike catalogs 
carry a commercial skin lubricant specifically for 
monkey butt and blister prevention. 

Pad up: In areas of high friction and potential 
blistering consider moleskin or Band-Aid™ blister 
pads, which are sold at any drug store. 

Even if you follow all of the preventative guide- 
lines mentioned above, sometimes you still get 
blisters. If you do get them it is best to leave the 
skin roof on the blister because it protects the 
underlying skin from dirt and possible infection. If 
the blister is small leave the fluid in it. If it is large 
(1 inch or bigger) it may need to be drained to 
allow you to continue competing without interfer- 
ing with mobility. The blister should be drained 
with a sterile needle and syringe. Still leave the 
roof on drained blisters to help with callus forma- 
tion. Placing an occlusive dressing like DuoDern™ 
or Opsite™ over the blister will protect it and help 
healing while allowing you to continue riding or 
racing. Moleskin also works well over the blisters. 
Cutting out the central portion of the dressing over 
the blister ( called a “doughnut” dressing ) is also 
recommended. These dressings are worn for 
three days and then removed and can be reapplied 
if not enough healing has occurred on the new skin 
under the roof. The roof can be removed by the 
third day but if it is still in good shape leave it on 
until the next dressing change. Always keep the 
area Clean (soap and water) and dry. 

It is easier to prevent blisters than it is to treat 
them once they have formed. The important 
things to remember are proper boot and glove 
size, gradually increase riding time to condition the 
skin and allow callus formation, break in new gear 
slowly, wear layers of socks or gloves and finally 
try to keep dry. 
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SUFFERING THROUGH THE DOG DAYS; HOESS GETS HURT, ATKINSON GETS CLOSER 


Speedsville Enduro 
Round #14 Speedsville, NY 8/15 
Di ECEA enduro champ Fred Hoess (Hus) 
eked out his fourth overall win of the '99 season, 
using emergency points to narrowly edge Bill 


Atkinson (KTM) 237 to 259. Each rider scored five E 


points on the day. The win, Hoess's first since June 
and his fourth of the season, has him creeping back 
into the points chase, moving into fourth place only i 
a couple points out of third. The Husqvarna USA, 
Scott Goggles, Arai, Spectro, Michelin, Acerbis, 
Answer, WER, Motion Pro, A-Loop, Fredette Racing- 
sponsored Hoess said he was happy to see things 
fall into place as they did. "It felt good to win one. | 
had two disappointing rides before Speedsville 
where stupid, unforeseen things happened to me or 
the bike. | rode a little conservative at first, blew a | 
turn and fell down in the first section, but felt fine 
from there out. Overall, it was a good course, plenty 


fast. The ground was the best I’ve ridden in a $ 


while—beautiful traction..” 
The race was decided by emergency points at an 
event in which only one emergency checkpoint was 





later numbers. A couple of formidable hill climbs were 
the only technical challenges of the day. Other than 
that it was mostly open trail that begged for a heavy 
throttle hand. 

The Ithaca Dirt Riders laid out a course of 90+ 


left standing by the time the scoring dust settled. Bess 


The lone remaining emergency check was at the end 
of a lengthy morning special test, a checkpoint at 
which both Hoess and Atkinson lead the field with 
benchmark four point tallies. Hoess noted, "| had 
Atkinson beat by 70 seconds at the emergency 
check-out to the long afternoon points taking sec- 
tion that got thrown out.” 

Regarding series points leader Atkinson, Hoess 
commented, "Bill's riding good, no doubt. I’m not 
going after the enduro title this year, so everything's 
a little tougher. When you're riding for the champi- 
onship it's a different story. You need that motivation 
to muster the extra effort needed to win." The Matto 
Cycle, KTM factory, MSR, Elf Lubricants, Scott USA, 
Enduro Engineering, Sprocket Specialists, FMF, Pirie 
Composites, Dunlopad, Maurtco Powder Coat-spon- 
sored Atkinson further cemented his grasp on the 
series championship lead with his second place show- 
ing, as rival Jack Lafferty Jr. had an awful day in the 
saddle. Jack Jr. reportedly tangled with another rider, 
crashed hard, busted up his bike and finished well 
down in the standings (13th overall). 

The weekend afforded unseasonably cool weather 
with high temperatures in the mid-70s under mostly 
sunny skies. It was arguably the best East Coast rid- 
ing weather all summer, and begot perfect conditions 
in the woods. Rain storms a couple of days before the 
event had even the tricky Speedsville soil watered just 
perfectly. Some sections were a little on the slick side, 
others a bit dusty, however, the majority were just in 
between, providing perfect traction. There was plenty 
of off camber trail that was very rooty, especially for 
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Fred Hoess took the overall at Speedsville, but hit a util- 
ity pole cable at Beehive and suffered a nasty injury. 





ground miles with four special tests, 
each test sandwiched by checkpoints. A 
handful of top riders (Hoess, Atkinson, 
Kopp) zeroed one of the morning tests, 
while a long afternoon section was dis- 
qualified when a course worker rerouted 
later rows of floundering novice riders 4 
around a precarious hill climb that was 
one of the few technical challenges all 
day. This action precipitated a decision 
by the referee to disqualify the section 
check-out (check #10), leaving the event 
with only one e-check for tiebreakers. 
Check #7, a check-in, was also tossed 
amid protests as to when the check 
crew was taking riders' times. In addi- 
tion to the timed tests, there were a cou- 
ple of other sections in which all but top 
riders fell off the pace. Without checks 
no points were lost, however, a problem 
typical of these non-sections was riders 
trying to catch up afterwards, racing 
over dirt track roads through sleepy 














farms and hamlets. 

Hoess and Atkinson matched scores in the remain- 
ing two points-taking checks, doing fours in the 
lengthy morning section and a one in the lone after- 
noon test that wasn't tossed. Hoess and Atkinson fin- 


Jack Lafferty Jr. continues his strong finishes, with a 
top five placing at both events. (JD) 
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First in the B Veteran class at Speedsville was WNYOA's Scott Snyder. 
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If Frank Vanaman keep sit up, he'll finish in the top 
three. He took second AA at Beehive. (JD) 





ished in that order, the Husky rider earning the victo- 
ry on the merit of his seconds in the long morning 
section. "I'm still thrilled with the Husky," Hoess said 
of his '99 WR250. "It pulls so hard that my biggest 
problem has been blisters and forearm pump." 
Rounding out the podium was Suzuki rider Aaron 
Kopp who dropped seven points to fill the third over- 
all seed while claiming the High Point A trophy. A pair 
of eight point cards vied for fourth and fifth overal 





Best Speedsville Ever? 

All kidding aside, our race report doesn't do jus- 
tice to this year's Speedsville Enduro. It was hands 
down the most fun this author has had racing in 
many years. Why? Near perfect weather, perfect 
dirt, and good trail layout. It was a 90+ mile enduro, 
which more often than not means a test of stamina 
and will. However the Speedsville run instead had 
riders begging for more at the end. Most trail was 
fast and forgiving. | rode at the back of the pack, 
mostly surrounded by novice class riders. Besides 
the one big afternoon uphill (which shouldn't been 
routed around—my only snivel), | encountered no 
other bottlenecks or stoppers. Kudos to the IDR 
crew and keep your fingers crossed that next year's 
event finds the same favorable alignment of planets. 
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honors. AA rider Jeff Kirchner (KTM) used tiebreakers 
to edge out A250 rider Dave Ferry (Kaw), 298 to 329. 
Ferry, runner-up to the HPA, went home with the A250 
class win. A250 rival Mark Hummel (Hus) and jour- 
neyman AA competitor Craig Shenigo each carded 
nine and finished sixth and seventh overall, respec- 
tively. A half dozen ten point cards filled out the day's 
top finishers. Eighth overall and first A Four Stroke 
went to Stacey Clark (Yam), ninth to John Oeschle 
(Yam), tenth to Jamie Wright (Yam), eleventh to Paul 
Bitting (Kaw) and twelfth to Bill Gilbert (Yam). 

In B class action, Honda rider Steve Bowman earned 
the High Point B prize by dropping 13 points on the 
day. Bowman edged out B250 rival Mike Berenbak 
(KTM) on tie breaking seconds, 455 to 486. Jim 
Shainline (Yam) and Scott Snyder (Yam) trailed the 
lead pair with 14 point cards. High Point C honors 
were claimed by KTM 250 rider Mark Conner, who fin- 
ished 23 points down on the day. A point behind and 
runner-ups to the HPC were Robert Limmer (KTM) 
and Aaron Griffin (KTM). Iron man Farrell Lord (Kaw) 
used a 22 card to earn yet another Masters class vic- 
tory, while Lisa Furman (Kaw) was the top (and only) 
Women's class finisher, earning the class win with a 
whopping 294 point score. 


Beehive Enduro 
Round #15 Mauricetown, NJ 8/30 
B: Atkinson (KTM) continued his late season 
surge, earning grand championship honors at a 
tight scoring Beehive Enduro. The Matto Cycle, KTM 
factory, MSR, Elf Lubricants, Scott USA, Enduro 
Engineering, Sprocket Specialists, FMF, Pirie 
Composites, Dunlopad, Maurtco Powder Coat spon- 
sored Atkinson posted the lone twelve point score on 
the day, the only rider to shave a point in the day's 
final and most challenging special test, besting a 
handful of 13 point scores that filled the second 
through sixth overall slots. No doubt Atkinson is on a 
roll, the Beehive victory representing his third in the 
past four events, and with it he looks to be the odds- 
on favorite to win the series championship. 

The day was unfortunately marred by a serious 
injury to defending ECEA champ Fred Hoess (Hus) 
who DNF'd after crashing into a service pole guide 
wire. Hoess explained, "| was passing another rider, a 
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Look out, my throttle's stuck! Craig Shenigo demon- 
strates his usual calm and careful riding style. (JD) 


few seconds down, not realizing that the trail was 
approaching a road—! never saw the wire.” Despite 
wearing a full face helmet (which Hoess believed 
staved off additional carnage), Hoess's injuries includ- 
ed a broken jaw, lacerations in and outside his mouth, 
and considerable damage to his teeth. Fortunately, 
when we spoke to him a couple of weeks later, he was 
in good spirits, back to work, and well on the road to 
recovery. Good luck to him. 

Late August in Mauricetown provided expected 
weather conditions. Cool morning temperatures 
quickly rose into the low 90s under sunny skies and 
near 100 percent humidity. Tough conditions, certain- 
ly hot enough to take its toll on many riders in spite of 
the course's forgiving nature. 

The Competition Dirt Riders (CDR) had laid out their 
characteristic "user friendly" event aimed at attracting 
any and all riders. The ride covered a little more than 
65 ground miles, during which there were four special 
tests, each sandwiched by secret check-in and emer- 
gency check-out. Three of the four tests were some- 
what long at five-plus miles each. The remaining sec- 
tion began with a start control, weighing in at barely 
three miles. The course was laid out in flat woodlands 
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of pine and deciduous trees characteristic to this cor- 
ner of southern New Jersey. Most trail sections were 
in good condition with minimal whoop-de-dos or face 
Slappers. Although the ground was bone dry, dust 
failed to play a factor. Instead, tight trees were the pri- 
mary obstacle in every special test. 

As is the case in most easier enduros, riders spent 
their day clawing for the seconds needed to gain a 
winning edge. It was Billy Atkinson who did this best, 
setting benchmark scores in each of the day's points- 





2. Randall Sowa Kaw 17 
3. Martin Scheffler Kaw 17 


Speedsville Enduro 
Class Results 


Grand Champion 4. Brian Carden KTM 21 
Fred Hoess Hus 5 5. Charles Bays Kaw 22 
High Point A B-250 

Aaron Kopp Suz 7 1. Mike Berenbak KTM 13 
High Point B 2. Jim Shainline Yam 14 
Steve Bowman Hon13 3. Pete Wright Suz 16 
High Point C 4. John Hummel Yam 16 
Mark Conner KTM 23 5. Chris Vecchione 16 


AA B Four-Stroke 











1. William AtkinsonKTM 5 1. James Bowen Hon 15 
2. Jeff Kirchner KTM8 — 2. Chris Crull Yam 16 
3. Craig Shenigo KTM9 3. Chris Griffin Hus 19 
4. Jack Lafferty Suz11 4. Doug Wills Yam 35 
5. Bob Bennett Hon12 5. Roy Johncox Yam 36 
A-125 B Open 

1. Daniel Nicoloff KTM 12 1. Dale Sweigart Mai 15 
2. Gerry Kitts TM 13 2. Steve Jamison Gas 21 
3. Ken Hammond Hon 15 3. Brian Williams Yam 21 
4. Scott Rich Kaw 22 4. Tim Gallagher Hus 22 
5. Chris Jordan Hon22 5. David Barnes ATK 23 
A-200 B Senior 

1. Paul Bitting Kaw10 1.James Devlin Yam 19 
2. Robert Mohn Kaw11 — 2. Joe Dublas Kaw 23 
3. Todd Quinn KTM 12 3. George Bressler KTM 23 
4. Eric Corbin Kaw 16 4. Kurt Ward 27 

5. Dave Mealing KTM16 — 5. John Danek Hon 35 
A 250 B Super Senior 

1. Dave Ferry Kaw 8 1. Tim Stibitz Kaw166 
2. Mark Hummel Hus 9 B Veteran 

3. Jamie Wright Yam10 1. Scott Snyder Yam 14 
4. Bill Gilbert Yam 10 2. Sean Kinley Suz 20 
5. Jeff Moyer KTM 12 3. Dewitt Harrell KTM 21 
A Four Stroke 4. John Kasper Suz 25 
1. Stacey Clark Yam10 — 5. Jim Stine Yam 31 
2. John Oeschle Yam 10 C-200 

3. Joe Wallace Hon14 1. JeffCorperus Kaw 30 
4. Peter Kief Hon 19 2. Claudio GottardoKaw 43 
5. Steve Larkin 20 3. Drew Terry KTM 51 
A Open 4. J. McGonigal Kaw 52 
1, Steven Guers KTM12 5. Chris Petrella KTM 70 
2. Matt Spigelmyer KTM 12 — C-250 

3. Tom Folkl Mai 12 1. Roger Lathop Kaw 27 
4. Ken Long Gas 14 2. Gilad Gotfield KTM 29 
5. Marty Graver KTM16 3. Jamie Smith KTM 34 
A Senior 4. Joe Manning Kaw 58 
1. Clifford Tenney KTM 14 5. Dana Adams Suz 94 
2.W.Fontanazza Yam 17 C Four-Stroke 

3. Jerry Lynn Yam 18 1. Jamie Bennett Kaw 29 
4. Mike McCarren Yam 19 3. Brandon Sigeti Kaw 34 
5. Mark Uth KTM 20  2.Chris Griebel Hon 39 
A Super Senior 4. Jeff Booth Kaw 45 
1. Jack Lafferty ^ KTM 28 5. James Crawford Hon 50 
2. Bob Thompson Kaw32 C Open 

3. Bob Agonis Gas35 1. Robert Limmer KTM 24 
4. Ken Ettinger = KTM 45 2. Aaron Griffin KTM 24 
5. Jack Schwarz Kaw47 3. Matt Eggleston Kaw 38 
A Veteran 4. Robert Pyatak 1M 44 
1. Richard Moyer ATK11 5. Mark Fischer Hon 54 
2. Jim Gunselman Yam 13 C Veteran 

3. Dave Santi Yam 14 1. David Jennings Hon 43 
4. Rick Armstrong Suz 14 2. Tod Burns Suz 46 
5. Jim Aiello KTM 15 3. John Eggleston Suz 59 
B-125 4. Ron Carper KTM 82 
1. Dan Carper KTM 18 — 5. Michael Skaiko Hon 92 
2. Randy Loper Hon 18 Masters 

3. Joe Cartwright Hon20 1. Farell Lord Kaw 22 
4. Ja-Beep Bopp KTM28 2. Joseph Galie KTM 94 
5. Gabe Goodman Suz30 3. Sal Crocevera Hbg 142 
B-200 Women 

1. Jeffrey Johns — Kaw 16 — 1. Lisa Furman Kaw294 








Beehive Enduro 5. Todd Quinn KTM 19 
Class Results A250 
Grand Champion 1. Mark Hummel Hus 13 


Bill Atkinson KTM 12 2. Marc Grossman Kaw 14 
High Point A 3. Steven Pfeffer Hon 14 
Craig Cossaboon Yam 13 4. Jamie Wright Yam 14 
High Point B 5. Bill Gilbert Yam 15 
Mike Sharp KTM 16 AOpen 

High Point C 1. Mike Beeler KTM 16 
Doug Allen KTM20 2. Martin Graver KTM 19 
AA 3. George Sigler KTM 20 
1. Bill Atkinson KTM 12 . 4.Ken Long Gas 20 
2.Frank Vanaman KTM 13 5. Rod White KTM 20 
3. Jack Lafferty Jr. Suz 13 A Four Stroke 

4. Mike Moore Yam 13 1. Craig CossaboonYam 13 
5. Jeff Kirchner Kaw 14 2. Lewis Smith Hon 15 
A125 3. Jeff Botsford Yam 17 
1. Dan Stoppi Yam 16 4. Joe Wallace Hon 18 
2. M. D. Spencer Yam 18 5. Steve Larkin Yam 19 
3. Greg Davies Yam 18 A Veteran 

4. Pat Emmons Yam 18 1. Jim Gunselman Yam 16 
5. Gerry Kitts TM 18 2. Ken Law KTM 16 
A200 3. Jim Aiello KTM 16 
1. Dale Hiles KTM 14 4. Dave Santi Yam 17 
2. Paul Bitting Kaw 15 5. Mark Marszalek Yam 17 
3. Eric Corbin Kaw 16 A Senior 

4. Ed Hamilton Kaw 18 1. Terry Tucker Kaw 14 


taking sections. At the check-out to the day's final test, 
check number eight, Atkinson just managed to beat 
the flip of the card to post the only three point score 
(3-194) within the section. Next closest was Mark 
Hummel (Hus) who at 4-211 was one tick on the 
wrong side of the clock. Atkinson earned Grand 
Champions honors, finishing with threes in each sec- 
tion for a total of 12 points down. Local boy Frank 
Vanaman (KTM) earned runner-up status on the day, 
carding 13-761 to claim the second podium position. 
Vanaman edged out compadre Jack Lafferty Jr. (Suz), 
by a mere second. Jack Jr.'s 13-762 score was still 
good for third overall. A class riders Craig Cossaboon 


ST. 





2. Bruce Dengler Suz 15 5. Chris Vecchione Kaw 20 
3. Cliff Tenney KTM 15 B Open 

4. Mark Uth KTM 16 1. Mike Sharp KTM 16 
5.W.Fontanazza Yam 17 2.Jarrod Johns KTM 18 
A Super Senior 3. Tim Gallagher Hus 20 
1. S Wolfersberger Yam 19 4. Mike Barr KTM 21 
2. Jack Lafferty Sr. KTM 21 5. Mike Graham Hon 23 
3. Tom Phillips KTM 21 B Four Stroke 

4. Rich Tompkins KTM 23 1. James Bowen Hon 16 
5. Jim Jenkins KTM25 2. Dave Nash Hon 19 
B125 3. M. Schleeweiss Hon 19 
1. Kim Plummer Suz 18 4. Mark Perry Hon 20 
2. Jason Catlett Yam 19 5. Robert Barr KTM 20 
3. Randy Loper Hon 20 B Veteran 

4. Alan Bopp KTM22 1. Joe Kelly Suz 19 
5. Steve Brown Yam 23 2. Mike Muckelston Kaw 20 
B200 3. Marco Dottavio Hon 20 
1. Jeff Johns Kaw 18 4. Scott Dagrosa KTM 20 
2. Randall Sowa Kaw 19 5. Dewitt Harrell KTM 20 
3. Brian Corden KTM20 B Senior 

4. George Potts Kaw 20 1. Joe Dublas Kaw 20 
5. Geo. MamounisoKTM 21 2. Eric Hartem Hon 21 
B250 3. Dan Compton KTM 21 
1. John Hummel Yam 18 — 4. Tom Schanne KTM 22 
2. Dennis Lynch Kaw 20 5. James Devlin Yam 23 
3. Pete Wright Suz 20 B Super Senior 

4. Jeff Potts Hon 20 1. Bill Sharp 37 





2. Tom Bird Kaw 40 5. Elmer Shelton Hon 29 
3. Bob Hammond Hon 42 C Veteran 

4. Tim Stibitz Kaw 43 1. William Bilmore Hon 22 
5. Roy Howard | Yam 48 2. Doug Allen KTM 22 
C200 3. John Trendler Kaw 23 
1. Doug Allen KTM20 4. Don Mercilliotto Yam 24 
2. Paul Hand Suz 23 5. Rich Miller Kaw 26 
3. Roger Wood Kaw 24 Women 

4. Adam Wood Hon 27 1. Kathi Cambell Kaw 27 
5. Wm. Bartleson Suz 27 2. Jennifer Eyrich KTM 37 
C250 3. Sue Laflamme Kaw 46 
1. Don Haught KTM 22 4. June Van Driel KTM 47 
2. Louis Meloro Suz 24 5. Merle Compton Kaw 55 
3. Rick Coreella Suz 28 Masters 

4. Pat Kough Hon 29 1. Farrell Lord Kaw 21 
5. Phillip Uhland Hon 30 2. Sal Crocevern Hus 38 
C Open 3. Joe Galie KTM 39 
1. Ronnell Lockley Suz 22 4. Wolfgang Kruse Hon 44 
2. M. Christiansen KTM 28 — 5. Chas. Stapleford Kaw 47 
3. Troy Suggs Yam 28 Dual Sport 

4. S. Youncofski Hon 30 1. Jim Falconiero Hon 22 
5. Mike Reign Suz 32 2. John Kitzmiller Hon 32 
C Four Stroke 3. Jim Belsky Suz 41 
1. Mark D’PasqualeYam 23 — 4. Neal Whitney Suz 43 
2. Frank Brewster Yam 26 5. Dan McCaslino Suz 43 
3. John Pomeroy Yam 27 

4. Jeff Booth Kaw 28 








(Yam) and Mark Hummel (Hus) filled the fourth and 
fifth overall seeds, respectively. Cos's 13-775 score 
scarcely bested the 13-777 posted by Hummel to 
claim the High Point A prize. Hummel took home top 
honors in the hotly contested A250 class. 

Yamaha rider Mike Moore filled the sixth overall 
seed, posting a 13/802 on the day. Rounding out the 
top ten overall with 14 point cards were Jeff Kirchner 
(Kaw), seventh overall with a 14-791 score, Craig 
Shenigo (KTM), eighth overall at 14-796, Bob Bennett 
(Hon), a 14-817 card earning the ninth overall posi- 
tion, and Marc Grossman (Kaw), tenth overall with a 
14-839 score. 


Two 16 point scores on the day vied for High Point 
B honors. Mike Sharp (KTM) edged out XR250 pilot 
James Bowen on emergency points, 947 to 973. In 
novice class action Doug Allen II marshaled his KTM 
200 to a 20-1245 finish. Runner-ups to the HPC with 
22 point cards were Don Haught (KTM), Ronnell 
Lockley (Suz), William Gilmore (Hon) and Douglas 
Allen (KTM). Farrell Lord (Kaw) chalked up another 
Masters class victory at 21 points down, while Kathi 
Cambell (Kaw) earned the Women's class win with a 
27. Jim Falconiero (Hon) won the Dual Sport class 
aboard his XR650L with a 22 point score. # 
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melevy's Revenge 


Don't say Josh McLevy can't cut it in New England any Ire... 


Salmon Run 
Round 10, Union, CT 8/22 
he Salmon River County Riders started the week- 
end off with the usual Nervous Novice ride. With 
rain predicted for Saturday, the club figured on a low 
turn out, maybe twenty five to thirty riders at the 
most. Over forty riders showed up for the event, leav- 
ing trail boss Heidi Landon scrambling for handouts 
and trophies. The riders were given an extra hour to 
ride, while more trophies and goody bags were being 
collected for the kids. 

No one complained about that. Actually no one had 
anything to complain about. The club put on a great 
event for the kids. 

On Sunday, the skies were overcast but no rain was 
expected. The Junior event got under- 
way with the riders running four laps of 
the six mile course. Martin Michalec and § 
many of the club members had spent a 
lot of time clearing and widening the 
course. There was only one real rocky 
section left. The rest of the course was 
by no means rock free but it made for NES 
some great riding. The club ran the track | 
backwards from the previous races held 
this year, cutting out all the square 
edges. 

The riders had a shortened course on 
the first lap, skipping both the waterhole 
and a section behind the pond. Even 
though the track had been widened the 
lap times hadn't decreased. It took one 
hour and eight minutes, roughly 17 min- 
utes a lap, for Junior leader Robert 
Langenback to cross the finish line and 
take the checkered flag. Down just over i 
two minutes was second place finisher Scott 
DeCosta. DeCosta had another two minute lead on 
third place Ryan Pytko. Pytko finished just seven sec- 
onds ahead of William Rowe. 

In the Mini class, it was another Langenback taking 
first place honors. Tim Langenback had a smooth 
ride, edging out second place finisher Sean Mullaney 
by over one minute. In the Women’s class, Dawn 
Shayer took the win with no competition from second 
place, Tina Biello. 

In the Novice event, it was 125 rider Alan 
Niedzwiadek on his Yamaha 125 taking the Novice 
High Point. Niedzwiadek had exactly one minute over 
second place finisher Paul Smith. Smith took first 
place honors in the Novice 200 Class. 

At roughly 1:30pm the final event got underway. 
Only two riders were on the front line, RER, KTM, 
Spectro, Regina’s Patrick Timothy, and Yamaha, Tech 
Tubes, Works Connection’s Luke McNeil. The second 
line consisted of Torco's Jess Berthiaume, Ronnie's 
Cycles' Brian Lawson and RER, EVS, FMF backed 
Josh McLevy. When the flag dropped, it was McNeil 
taking the lead followed by Timothy. Timothy took 
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over the lead just 100 yards into the lap. McNeil held 
onto second place with Lawson and McLevy battling 
it for third place as the two came around into the bar- 
rels. McLevy grabbed third place as the two hit the 
waterhole, and never looked back. 

McLevy now had his sights on McNeil, and not half 
way into the lap he caught and passed him, leaving 
only Timothy left to pass. As the riders came around 
for the start of the third lap, McLevy had closed right 
in behind Timothy. Timothy hit the waterhole first but 
McLevy was right behind. The two riders came out of 
the water literally elbow to elbow. But once they hit 
the other side McLevy's bike hooked up first and he 
was gone. 

Timothy didn't allow him to take that much of a 
lead, staying within fifteen seconds for the entire lap. 


At the end of the third lap, McLevy had only five sec- 
onds on Timothy. Lawson was now in third place with 
McNeil close behind. Moose, VP-sponsored Hans 
Neff had moved up into fifth place down forty sec- 
onds. But by the middle of the fourth lap Neff passed 
both McNeil and Lawson to take over third place just 
fifteen seconds down from Timothy. Lawson was also 
able to pass McNeil, taking over fourth place and 
moving McNeil back to fifth. All five riders stayed 
within twenty seconds of each other until the end of 
the fifth lap. 

“It took me two to three laps to get rolling and get 
relaxed," said Neff. "| tried to ride as smooth as pos- 
sible and make no mistakes. | didn't know | had got- 
ten so far out in front ‘til the second to last lap. | 
passed my dad and he held up three fingers." 

Neff closed to within five seconds of Timothy as the 
riders headed into the final lap. Timothy pulled into 
the pits just before the start of the final lap, turning 
second place over to Neff. 

"Neff already had a 15 to 20 second advantage over 
me, since he started four rows back," said Timothy. "I 
had to jump right out of the pits and make up as much 








Story and Photos by Cheri Alix 





Clockwise from left: Pat Timothy leads off the start 
of Hoot, but McLevy is right behind; Dennis Decker 
gives chase at Hoot Owl, and lining the fence at the 
Salmon Run. Next page: Luke McNeil does the swim 
at Salmon Run...so refreshing! 


ES 
time as possible." 

Timothy put the pressure on Neff right after the 
waterhole and continued to push until Neff relented. 
Timothy was able to put enough time on Neff in the 
final six miles to regain second place, finishing with 
seven seconds to spare, leaving Neff to settle for third 
place. 

McLevy took the overall win with over a minute on 
Timothy. “I’ve been practicing motocross a lot, and 


it’s really helped,” stated McLevy. "I can just rail the 
corners where everyone else loses time squaring 
them off." 

Fourth place went to Lawson, who finished just thir- 
ty seconds ahead of fifth place McNeil. "My bike ran 
great all day, thanks to Scott Fortini,” said Lawson 
after the race. “I was able to hold off McLevy for the 
entire first lap. But once he got by, he was gone. Neff 
got me on the fourth lap and he was riding real 
smooth. | just couldn't seem to get out of fourth 
place." 

It was an all-out battle for six of the seven laps 
between Cris Crispin, Bob Santheson and D.J. Lis. The 
three riders didn't have ten seconds between them as 
they battled for sixth place honors, but after several 
final lap crashes Crispin was able to pull away, taking 
sixth overall for the day. Santheson took seventh place 
but with adjusted time D.J. Lis was moved back to 
ninth place overall. Eighth place honors went to A250 
rider Justin Provencal. Provencal also earned himself 
his first A High Point, finishing over a minute ahead of 
Anthony Geraci, the second Expert rider. Geraci took 
home first place in the Expert Open class. 

The staggered start allowed for a tie in the Expert 
Vet class. First place was split between John Brown 
and Mark White. Both riders finished thirty seconds 
ahead of third place Marty Mears. 

The Amateur High Point was awarded to Mike 
Carpenter, riding his Honda 250. Suzuki four stroke 
rider, Jim Walsh was the second Amateur rider to 
cross the finish line, taking first place in the Amateur 
Four Stroke class over four minutes ahead of second 
place Brian Sebben. 


HOOT Owl Il 
Round 11, Uxbridge, MA 9/5 

abor day weekend has become the traditional 

weekend for running the Hoot Owl hare scramble 
on Richardson’s Farm. The course is one of the 
longest tracks in the series, running between eleven 
and twelve miles. This year the course ran eleven and 
a half miles with several new sections. The club start- 
ed the riders facing backwards from previous races, 
but they had to take an immediate U-turn and head 
back around the field. The riders then headed down a 
long straightaway behind the start and into the woods. 
This was probably the dustiest section of the course 
with visibility being near zero. Once the riders hit the 
woods a few new cut sections in the pine groves gave 
them some nice dust free riding. But then it was back 
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NETRA Hare Scrambles Salmon Run Hare Scramble 5. Charlie Delaura Yam 5. Kurt Swanson Hon 2. Richard Merrill Yam 





Class Results C 200 Super Senior 3. Pat Fogarty Yam 
Josh McLevy KTM 1. Paul Smith KTM 1. John Nolan Kaw 4. Robert Larson Hus 
Overall Champion 2. Liam Zibell Hon 2. Peter Sullivan Hon 5. David Kanney KTM 
Justin Provencal Kaw 3. Brett Chenail Kaw 3. Thomas Simeon Kaw A200 
A High Point 4. Stephen Allegrezza Yam Masters 1. Denny Anderson Yam 
Mike Carpenter Hon 5. James Menard Yam 1. Tom Farley CRE 2. Todd Santheson Suz 
B High Point C 250 B 200 3. Mike Peristere Yam 
Alan Niedewiadek Yam 1. Edgar Marshall Yam 1. Allen St. Clair Hon 4. Keith Callahan Yam 
C High Point 2. Todd Donofrio Hon 2. Michael Bushey Hon 5. Ryan Dellaghelfa Yam 
AA 3. Randy Brayton Yam 3. Mike wolf Kaw A250 
1. Joshua McLevy KTM 4.Michael Coleman Hon 4. Pete Matteau II KTM 1. Justin Provencal Kaw 
2. Patrick Timothy KTM . 5. Derek Pacheco Hon 5. Dan Young KTM 2. Robert Simeon Hon 
3. Hans Neff KTM C Open B 250 3. Jim Senecal Suz 
4. Brian Lawson Yam 1. Peter Smith KTM 1. Mike Carpenter Hon 4. Dave Simcock CRE 
5. Luke McNeil Yam 2. Brian Robarge Hon 2. Dean Young Hon 5. Jeffrey Staples Yam 
Junior 3. Joe Bachiochi Hon 3. Owen Terrell Hon AOpen 
1. Robert Langenback Yam 4. Michael Serrilla KTM 4. Shawn Jackson Yam 1. Anthony Geraci KTM 
2. Scott DeCosta Suz 5. Edward Ilves KTM 5. Dennis Carr Hon 2. Pete Byrne Yam 
3. Ryan Pytko Yam C Four Stroke B Open 3. David Clark Yam 
4. William Rowe KTM 1. Brian Passerini Hon 1. Doug Fox Hon 4. Roger Billharz KTM 
5. Pat Cordoran Yam 2. Rick Bartocetti Hon 2. Dan Nelson Suz 5. Robert North Yam 
Mini 3. Chas Nicholas Yam B Four Stroke A Veteran 
1. Tim Langenback Hon 4. David Oram Yam 1. Jim Walsh Suz 1. John Brown KTM 
2. Sean Mullaney Hon 5. Robert Sampson Hon 2. Brian Sebben Yam 2. Mark White Suz 
3. Mat Forest Kaw C Veteran 3. Paul Nauly Hon 3. Marty Mears KTM 
4. Benedikt SchiemeyerKaw 1. Stephen Morris Suz 4. Jason Chabonneau Hon 4. Scott Raymond Kaw 
5. Jason Johnson Hon 2. Wade Rahmlow Kaw 5. Andy Worrall Hon 5. Lionel Asselin Hon 
Women 3. Richard Zeleznik Kaw B Veteran A Senior 
1. Dawn Shayer Kaw 4. Kenneth Hosler Hon 1. Eric Reinhard KTM 1. James Price Yam 
; ; 2. Tina Biello Yam 5. James Ciarlo Hus 2. Thomas Canesi KTM 2. Steve Michaluku KTM 
Jim Edmonds rails through the dust on the way to C 125 C Senior 3. James St. Laurent KTM 3. Bob White Hon 
first place in the A250 at Hoot Owl. 1. Alen Niedzwiadek Yam 1. Robert Doyle Kaw 4. Dewey Heichel Suz A Four Stroke 
; ; ; i 2. Dusty Liukkonen Suz 2. Robert Hardman KTM _ 5. Dale Wager Yam 1. Chris West Hon 
into the silt again. Just walking through the ankle deep — | 5 Eric Parent Hon 3. Barry Washington Kaw B Senior 2. Mark Burdick HRG 
silt caused a small dust storm to circle around you. 4. Joe Kruzewski Yam 4. Charles Kennedy Suz 1. Dan Murray Kaw 





The Novices ran three laps of the course with times 
holding close to forty minutes a lap. On the first lap, The rest slowly staggered around in the dust. Flynn McHugh, who took home the first place trophy in the 
Kawasaki 250 rider Billy Flynn came around with ^ continued to put a minute a lap on McHugh, taking the Novice 250 class. 
almost a minute lead on second place Eric McHugh. ^ Novice class High Point with over three minutes on The delayed finishing of the Novice race caused the 
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oe ta att 
Shawn Jackson rounds a turn in a dusty field. He 
finished fourth B250 at Hoot Owl. 


Expert/Amateur event to be pushed back 45 minutes. 
The riders were scheduled to run four laps. Nine AA 
riders lined up on the front row. When the gun went 
off at 1:46 p.m., it was RER Motor City’s Patrick 
Timothy grabbing the holeshot, followed by Josh 
McLevy, Dennis Decker and Kevin's Cycle/C-cycle 
backed Tom Norton. After that point, | couldn't tell 


FLYING BLIND? 








Hoot Owl Il C 250 
Class Results 1. Billy Flynn Kaw 
Josh McLevy KTM 2. Eric McHugh Suz 
Overall Champion 3. Randy Brayton Yam 
Justin Provencal Kaw 4. Edgar Marshall Yam 
A High Point 5. Jeff McQuarrie Kaw 
Reginald Stevenson Hon € 125 
B High Point 1. Charlie DeLaura Yam 
Billy Flynn Kaw 2. Mauricio Barrientos Hon 
C High Point 3. Craig Richardson Suz 
4. Mark Makuch Yam 
AA 5. M. Cimochowski Yam 
1. Josh McLevy KTM C Vet 
2. Robert Santheson Hon — 1. Stephen Morris Suz 
3. Patrick Timothy KTM 2. Wade Rahmlow Kaw 
4. Dennis Decker KTM 3. Bryan Cook II KTM 
5. Chris Crispin Hon 4. James Ciarlo Hus 
C 200 5. Thomas Cooley, Jr. KTM 
1. Paul Smith KTM C Senior 
2. Sam Cotter KTM 1. Robert Doyle Kaw 
3. James Menard KTM 2. Philip Kessler Kaw 
4. Brett Chenail Kaw 3. Charles Kennedy Suz 
5. David Cutler Kaw C Four Stroke 
C Open 1. Daniel Noble Hon 
1. Doug Galley KTM 2. Ken Hawk Hon 
2. Peter Smith KTM 3. Dwight Cutler, Jr. — Hon 
3. David Oram Yam 4. Daniel Menard Yam 
4. Mark Richo Hus 5. Enrico Bartocetti © Hon 
5. Edward Ives KTM Super Senior 


who or what was behind them. 

McLevy jumped right out in front of Timothy at the 
second turn. But that was to be only their practice lap. 
By the time the Amateurs hit the track, it looked like a 
wild dust storm. The front line of Amateur riders 
missed a right hand turn in the dust and headed 
straight up a trail. 

When they did find their way back on the course, 
they were all headed in the wrong direction. This was 
unfortunate for the first Expert rider, Raffi Peterson, 





1. James Simeone CRE 2. Dan Murray Kaw | 
2. John Nolan Kaw A250 

3. Peter Sullivan KTM 1. Justin Provencal = Kaw 
Masters 2. Jim Edmonds Yam 
1. Tom Farley CRE 3. Robert Simeon Hon 
B 250 4. Jeff Staples Yam 
1. Reginald Stevenson Hon _ 5. Dave Simcock CRE 
2. Keith Bonney Yam A200 

3. Jesse Trudeau KTM 1. Mark Griffin Hon 
4. Michael Coleman Hon 2. Everett Maynard Yam 
5. Shawn Jackson Yam 3. Keith Callahan KTM 
B 200 4. Steve Formanek, Jr Hon 
1. Dan Young KTM A Vet 

2. Michael Wolf Kaw 1. Marty Mears KTM 
3. Eric Parent Hon 2. Steven Poplasky Hon 
4. Mark Beauregard KTM 3. Chris Simpson Yam 
5. Michael Wozniak Kaw 4. Dave Dzenutis Hon 
B Open 5. Scott Raymond Kaw 
1. Doug Fox Hon A Four Stroke 

2. Dan Nelson KTM 1. Chris West Hon 
B Four Stroke 2. Mark Burdick HBG 
1. James Simonds Yam A Senior 

2. Greg Corbin Hon 1. James Price Yam 
B Vet 2. Roger Billharz KTM 
1. Eric Reinhard KTM . 3. Jerry Lynn Yam 
2. Dale Wager Yam AOpen 

3. Paul Mancini KTM 1. Anthony Geraci KTM 
B Senior 2. Robert North Yam 
1. David Kanney KTM — 3. Dan Olson Kaw 





who encountered them. Raffi hit head on with anoth- 
er rider, sending them both over the bars. Luckily nei- 
ther rider was injured and they were able to stop the 
rest of the pack before a serious pile-up happened. 
The course marshals stopped the race at this point 
and sent everyone back for a restart. This whole inci- 
dent was unknown to the front runners who were far 
enough out on the course to have already passed the 
section. The entire AA line and half of the Expert 250 
class ran an entire lap, only to be stopped at the end 





Trade in your old timekeeping equipment towards a new PaceMaker 3 and save $100! 
Take advantage of this limited time offer and own the latest Electronic Warfare Equipment for the Enduro Pilot. 





OFFROAD 


Expanded memory Enter as many as 100 speed 
changes and 100 resets. 

Infrared Comm Port Download race data between two 
P3's, even after the race has begun! 
Communications Talk between your P3 and your lap- 
top PC. Program from race data posted on your club 
website. Send or retrieve programs via Email. 
Remote Thumbswitch Adjust your odo without taking 
your hand off the grip. 

Race Rules for AMA, Brand X, FIM, and DualSport. 
Datalog Feature captures your Enduro performance 
data for review after the race. 

Optional Audible Alarm alerts you before possible 
checkpoints. Keep your eyes on the trail and go faster. 
Revised menus for faster data entry, allows easy cor- 
rection of program errors. 





Configurable Display Change the display to suit your 
preferences. Many new screens to choose from. 
Clock Adjust This powerful feature allows you to 
restart your P3 after the race has begun. Also error 
checks your program prior to the race. 

Special Features Easily program multiple waits or 
pauses, mileage jumps, reset to zero, course speeds 
up to 360 mph, the P3 can handle anything the orga- 
nizers can throw at you. 

One Year Warranty All repairs performed at our 
Denver manufacturing and service center. 


The PaceMaker 3 Enduro computer comes with 
crossbar mount, sensor assembly, magnet and hard- 
ware, plus a detailed instruction manual. A billet 
aluminum Pro-Taper mount is available for handle- 
bars without a crossbar. 


PRICE 
$269.95 
OFFER ENDS 
OCT. 15, 1999 
Price List 

065-003 PaceMaker 3 $369.95 
065-081 Audible Alarm $29.95 
065-800 Dashboard Protaper mount $89.95 
064-130 Spare sensor $22.95 
064-131 Spare magnet $2.00 
065-201 RaceMaker v1.2 for Win95 $39.95 


Special competitive upgrade price $269.95! 
For owners of any of the following A-LOOP or com- 
petitive products: Moose PaceMaker 2, Keymaster, 
ICO Pro3, ICO Pro Comp, ICO Checkmate. To quali- 


fy for the $269.95 upgrade price, send us your old 
computer (working condition, computer head only). 
Offer expires Oct. 15th, 1999. 











To Order Call 1-800-66-A-LOOP ° A-LOOP Offroad, 3911 Norwood Dr. #G, Littleton CO 80125 e www.aloop.com 


SPECIAL UPGRADE 





NETRA Hare Scrambles 


and told to restart. 

Several riders called it quits at this point due to the 
horrible dust conditions, Tom Norton being one of 
them. “I’m not in it for the points this year, | just came 
to have fun,” said Norton. 

It was after three o’clock by the time the club had 
Cleared the course and were ready to restart. Since 
they were running out of daylight, the club cut the 
event from four to three laps, but increased the time 
between starts from one minute to three minutes to 
allow the dust to settle between lines. When the gun 
fired for the second start, it was C-Cycle, FMF, Regina, 
IMS, MSR, Dunlop's McLevy right off the start with 
Dennis Decker, Timothy and Robert Santheson right 
behind. Moto Tassinari, SunStar, Spectro’s Timothy 
passed Decker just before the long straightaway at the 
back of the field. 

"| stayed within ten to fifteen seconds behind 
McLevy,” said Timothy. "I could see him in the grass 
track and catch glimpses of him in the woods, but 
every time I'd get close, |’d get dusted.” 

At the end of the first lap, it was McLevy out in front 
with ten seconds on second place Timothy. “| rode 
with my mind set on paying attention to my pit board. 
This isn't the place to go crazy,” stated McLevy. “You 


This is not a simulation, this is exactly what the dust 
looked like. George Jordan leads B High Point win- 
ner Reginald Stevenson. 


«Joirn the tearn! 


Larry Roeseler Signature Series 
by Progressive Suspension 


The Larry Roeseler Signature Series 420 shocks and 
progressive rate fork springs have been “dialed-in” by 
Larry Roeseler for each application. Install Signature 
Series shock and fork springs, it’ll be like 

having your bike set up by a pro! 


Isn't it time you 
joined the team? 


11129 G Ave., Hesperia, CA 92345 USA 
E-mail: infoG progressivesuspension.com 
Web site: www.progressivesuspension.com 
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can't ride over your head here. It's just too easy to get 
taken out in the dust." 

Decker was in third, down exactly one minute, with 
Santheson back another seven seconds. Chris Crispin 
rounded out the top five, down another 45 seconds. 

The one advantage to the long laps was the decrease 
in lapped traffic. This proved to be a great advantage 
to Santheson. Once he passed Decker not a mile into 
the second lap, he was dust free and hammer down. 
By the end of the lap, McLevy was still out in front 
with Timothy having to hold back just outside of his 
dust cloud. Santheson had closed the gap on Timothy 
to less than one minute with Decker back another fifty 
seconds, followed by Crispin and Chris Panzella. 

It was looking like another sure win for McLevy, 
right up until the final lap. McLevy pitted and grabbed 
a new pair of goggles, allowing Timothy to get right on 
his rear wheel. The two hung together through the 
pine groves where there was no dust, but when they 
hit the silt it was a major dust storm. 

"| could hang right with him in the pines, but when 
we hit the silt,” stated Timothy, "| couldn't see. | hit 
some rocks and got out of rhythm and got slammed 
by my tank. | went down but was able to get up real 
quick." 

Timothy thought McLevy was long gone, but not 
two miles from the end he came up to McLevy on the 
side of the trail. 

"| didn’t gas for the three laps but | also didn't put 
my bike on reserve," said McLevy. “| started running 
out of gas two miles from the end. It's real hard to turn 
the bike onto reserve, so | had to get off to turn the 
lever. | must have lost thirty seconds." 

Timothy was able to take over the lead for the first 
time all day, but only by five seconds. McLevy was 
right behind as they hit the grass track. The two riders 
came into a hairpin turn with Timothy taking the inside 
line. McLevy went to the outside. Timothy's bike 
kicked and the rear end went up. Timothy went up, 
coming down on the back side of McLevy's bike. 
McLevy managed to stay up with Timothy going 
down, losing any hopes for a first place finish. 

His hopes for second place were also quickly 
dashed, when Santheson passed him before he could 
pick himself back up off the ground. The two riders 
gave it all they had for the final lap. Cycle 
Connection/Torco/Bullet Proof/Scott/FMF backed 
Santheson closed to within five seconds of McLevy 
but just couldn't get close enough to make the pass. 
It was one of the closest finishes of the year, with 
Santheson taking second place just five seconds 
behind. Timothy took third place honors down twelve 
seconds from Santheson. Decker came around in 
fourth, with Crispin in fifth. 

Sixth and seventh place overall went to Expert 250 
riders Justin Provencal and Jim Edmonds. JC 
Racing's Provencal was very thankful for the restart. 
Provencal had smashed his pipe and put a hole in his 
radiator hose on the first start. The restart allowed him 
to fix his bike and take his second Expert class overall 
in as many weeks. 

Edmonds had been running five to ten seconds 
ahead of Provencal for most of the race but got severe 
arm pump on the last lap and allowed Provencal to 
pass. Edmonds did, however, get to take home the 
first place trophy in the Expert 250 class. 

The major upset of the day was in the Amateur 
Senior class with David Kanney edging out Dan 
Murray on the last lap to take his first Senior class 
win. Congratulations to Kanney, we'll be expecting 
more of the same in the near future. tt 
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o matter how careful a 
à mechanic you are, 
when working on motorcycle parts 
cast from soft aluminum and magnesium 
alloys you're eventually going to end up with 
stripped threads. | used to ride with a guy named 
Steve whose bike was literally held together by 
SAE % —20 fasteners. This heavy handed bloke 
couldn't help from repeatedly stripping out the 
stock M6 fasteners in his motor, learning early on 
that a 1⁄4 —20 thread was a passable yet sloppy 
oversize for most applications. Ironically, Steve 
was an auto mechanic by day, at a local dealership 
that will remain nameless. 

Butchery aside, sometimes the threads of 
fasteners that undergo repeated assembly 
and disassembly, such as holes tapped for 
oil drain or spark plugs, simply wear out. In 
any case, you're going to be faced with a 
non-conventional repair challenge in order 
to save the part. Of course, simply buying a 
new part is an option, however expensive. If 
| had purchased a replacement for every 
case, cylinder, cylinder head, side cover, 
shock clevis, or other soft metal part that | 
stripped out, l'd surely be living out of a 
cardboard box by now. 

| was wrenching on a Husky 350 some 
time back, rebuilding a bottom end that had 
grenaded in horrific fashion. Ho hum. The 
last few times that | had changed the oil, | 
noted that the oil drain plug didn't spin in 





TrailRider Toolbox 


by Mark Uth 


and out real freely, a fact | attributed to dirt or 
slightly damaged threads. | had the right sized tap 
on hand (an oddball M14x2), and since | had the 
cases split anyway, | decided to run the tap 
through to clean up the threads. What | instead 
accomplished was to turn damaged threads into 
no threads at all. No problem though, the cases 
were split, all | had to do was decide how to pro- 
ceed. 

Even without Steve around to advise me, | knew 
that tapping out to a larger and more common size 
wasn't an option. Husky thumpers use a multi- 
function drain plug that sees extra duty as an oil 
screen and oil line hard point. Professional atten- 





WATCHDOG 


ENDURO COMPUTER 


Early or late status 
(differential time 


Countdown to where the 
next even minute should be 
(in hundredths of a mile) 


in seconds) 
Display shown is when differential time is < 1 minute. 


-CNC machined from aluminum 
-Aluminum thumbswitch 
-Compact, only 1.8 x 4.7 x 0.8" 
-Program verification 

-AMA and Brand-X 

-Long battery life 

-Large easy to read 8 digit display 


$269.99 
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Thread Resurrection 


tion was considered, as most savvy engine 
rebuilders have numerous repair techniques that 
include welding or thread inserts. However, the 
cost of a professional repair would have been 
somewhere around $30-$50, plus shipping. So 
instead, | decided to bite the bullet and buy a 
Helicoil kit. 

Helicoils are thread inserts made from stainless 
steel wire. A company that bears the same name 
produces a plethora of kits for every sized thread 
imaginable, metric and SAE alike. Sold in most 
auto parts stores, kits include the coil insert, tap 
and installation tool. Smaller kits for common M6 
or M8 sized threads aren't too expensive at about 
$30 (additional inserts are about 50 cents 
apiece, sold in packages). Unfortunately, 
larger kits like the one we needed become 
quite expensive (near $75 for the M14 kit 
pictured), and then there's the cost of a large 
drill bit, too (another $20 or more). In spite 
of the price, we decided to forge ahead. 

Drilling and tapping on expensive engine 
parts can be an undertaking full of high anx- 
iety. Fortunately, the quality of materials and 
simplicity of design make for a completely 
painless Helicoil installation. Begin by 
drilling out the offending hole, using the 
exact drill size specified by the kit. Since 
you're only enlarging an existing hole, this is 
a fairly simple procedure. Next, using the tap 
supplied, tap the hole to a depth sufficient for 
the coil insert installation. This will vary, 


'99 Kawasaki KLX300 $3899 


Keytime 
seconds 


-Easy data entry and edit 

-Enter keytime and minute to 
start race countdown 

-Easy to mount 

-Rugged sensor w/ small 
powerful rare earth magnet 


Dugas Engineering 
508 337 3132 
WatchDog2k@aol.com 
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depending on application. For our oil drain plug, 
we simply tapped clear through the case. 

If you're not real familiar with using taps, three 
words: take it easy. Be sure you're straight and true 
to begin, and slowly work the tap in and out. Use a 
thread cutting lubricant (motor oil is okay in a 
pinch) and never cut more than a half turn without 
reversing direction and backing the tap out. You'll 
need your own tap handle as none is supplied with 
the Helicoil kit. The sounds more difficult than it 
actually is, however a mistake here means a bro- 
ken tap and a real big problem. 

Again using your tap handle, install a coil insert 
onto the installation tool and thread it into the 
newly tapped hole. If the insert is longer than the 
depth of the hole that you've tapped, then you'll 
have to trim down its size prior to installation. 
Thread the coil insert into the tapped hole, stop- 
ping when the top of the insert is %4 to % of a turn 
below the top surface. Note that there is no need 
for adhesives (like Loctite) or other mechanical 
means for insert retention. The coiled wire insert is 
slightly larger than the tapped hole and spring ten- 
sion holds the insert within the hole. The last step 
is to break off the tang at the end of the coil insert. 
The tang is thoughtfully notched, making this a 
snap. 

The resultant repair is actually better than the 
original tapped hole in several ways. The new 
Stainless steel threads are stronger and more 
durable than the original alloy threads, providing 
better, long term wear and load bearing character- 
istics. An easy installation that yielded a great, pro- 
fessional looking repair. | can't wait to give Steve a 
call. However, | don't know what he's going to do 
with his stockpile of 1⁄4 —20 machine screws. ® 
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lh, Our 1998 harescrambles team took six of the 
Y top ten overall finishes. 


Jason Cayer, 1st AA, 2nd overall 
Keith Goodell, 2nd, Super Senior 
Bob White, 3rd AA, 4th overall 


1998 Hare Scramble Finishes 
Luke McNeil, 1st, 125 A Nationals 
Pat Timothy, 1st AA, and Gr. Champion 





Chris Panzella, 1st open, 9th overall 


CYCLE ADVENTURE LTD.i1 
IS MOVING OUT '99 HUSKYS 


UNBELIEVEABLE SAVINGS 
'99 TE 410 $5,500 
'99 WR250 $5,250 
'99 WR125 $4,650 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FRT«SETUP, DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX 
GREAT PRICES ON ALL PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 


RACER DISCOUNTS- JUST ASK 


702 E.UNION ST * WEST CHESTER, PA 19380 
610-738-9300 
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WORKS FORK E SHOCK PISTONS 
Hard Anodized Shock 
Bodies & Forks 
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Carbon Fiber Fork Guards 
100% Money Back Guarantee 
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South Glens Falls, NY 12803 
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CONGRATULATES PAT TIMOTHY 
1998 NETRA Harescrambles Grand Champion 


i) Nine of the top ten finishers are riding for us 
į] in 1999, including Josh McLevy who will contend 
| the GNCC nationals and select NETRA events. 
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Nine of the top 

ten riders can't 
be wrong ! 


1998 Enduro Finishes 










Norton, 2nd AA, 2nd overall 
Valentine, 3rd AA, 3rd overall 
Law, 6th AA, 7th overall 








800-867-6721 i Lis, 1st 250cc, 10th overall 
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PRO CIRCUIT 
PIPES $155. 
FACTORY SIL $65. 
STAINLESS SIL $70. 
SPARK ARREST SIL $110. 
WIDE FOOTPEGS $90. 

FMF 
PIPES $155. 
POWERCORE SIL $65. 
POWERCORE II SIL $75. 
ISDE SIL $90. 
ISDE S/A SIL $100. 


SPROCKETS & CHAINS | 
$10. 
$25. 
$15. 
$40. 
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FRONT RENTHAL 


REAR RENTHAL 
RK 520 stp 
RK O-RING 
REGINA GOLD 


REGINA O-RING 





M-F 


10-5 


THUR. 10-8 


SAT. 9-3 
WE RIDE 


Sun. 





SPORTMOTO 


Trail Rider 


d 


MOTOTECH 


16 WATER STREET, CENTRAL VILLAGE, CT 06332 


$20. 
$50. 
$30. 
$60. 


$60 


$75. 


RCYCLES 








SHOP SERVICES DUNLOP 


de CYLINDER SLEEVING COMBO SPECIAL 
des CRANK REBUILDS ANY FRONT & REAR 
éw 4 STROKE HEAD WORK 752-755-739-707-695 
és ENGINES REBUILT ea Tur 
dw EXPERT WHEEL BUILDING DIEHEL F 
dws QUICK TURNAROUND 
COMBO SPECIAL 
20 YEARS EXPERIENCI ANY FRONT & REAR 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP oe 


125 SIZES 110. 
CRANKS REBUILT | »sosmts ins 


$125.* CALL FOR 


INDIVIDUAL PRICING 
*PARTS & LABOR 


— WHEEL COMPONENTS 




















ExcEL FRONT $100. 
WISECO EXCEL REAR $115. 
PISTON KITS IN STOCK!! SPOKE SETS $60. 
GASKET Sets!! DUNLOP ROTORS $100. - i s 
CRANK SEAL Krrs!! DUNLOP PADS $25. Huge rocks made it a struggle to get through some 
CRANK BEARINGS!! WHEEL BEARINGS $10. sections, as Mike Peristere finds out right here. 


CRANK REBUILD Krrs!! SUPER TUBES $20. 
CALL FOR LOW PRICES STANDARD TUBES $5. 
with fourteen each. Claxton, Cayer and Madore 
rounded out the section with fifteens. 

Another known control led into the last five mile 
section, which sent everyone back out to the power 
lines. Luckily the course went down the hill this 
time. Neff made it a clean sweep, setting the pace 


CONGRATULATIONS TO 


HANS NEFF 


=. ON HIS FIRST NETRA 
i» ENDURO CHAMPIONSHIP! 


< FROM YOUR FRIENDS AND 
SUPPORTERS AT RAZEE'S 
AND KTM ! 
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MOTORCYCLE CENTER 


730 Tower Hill Road - U.S. 1 
North Kingstown, RI 02852 
401/295-8837 - 401/88H-ONDA 
FAX 401/294-7381 


Berkshire Mudslinger Enduro A Heavy 

Class Results 1. Bill Sironen 
Hans Neff (KTM) 34 A Veteran 
Overall High Point 1. Jim Mitchell 
Tony Geraci (KTM) 45 2. Ken Held 

A High Point 3. Larry Silvia 
Mike Dowling (KTM) 76 A Senior 

B High Point 1. Jim Price 
Walt Pupiak (Yam) 51 ck.6 — 2. Bob Foster 

C High Point 3. Bob Edwards 
AA B Bantam 

1. Rick Claxton (Hon) 39 1. Robert Bogle 
2. Jerry Madore (Yam) 40 2. Anthony Fabiano 
3. Jason Cayer (KTM) 41 3. Mike Kaminski 
A Bantam B Light 

1. Martin Griff (Yam) 58 1. Tim Baker 

2. Darrell Szlachetka (KTM) 66 2. Ryan Brown 
3. Kevin Howley (KTM) 78 3. Mike Carpenito 
A Light B Heavy 

1. Raffi Peterson (CRE) 49 1. Doug Simone 
2. Mike Nash (CRE) 57 2. Pat Armstrong 
3. Paul Miliken (KTM)60 3. Gary Ryan 


again with 3:11. He was closely followed by 
Cayer’s 3:56. Claxton, Norton and Madore all 
dropped four and change. 

The Berkshire Mudslingers sure know how to put 
the “endure” in enduro. Only about 20 percent of 
the 100-plus riders who started finished the event. 
Hans Neff proved he’s not just fast in dry condi- 
tions, by taking his fifth win of the year and getting 
close to wrapping up the last NETRA Enduro 
Championship of this millennium. With only three 
rounds remaining due to the early cancellation of 
the Broken Peg Enduro, Neff has a chance to wrap 
it up with a round or two to go. 

Rick Claxton nailed down his best finish of the 


B Veteran 


(KTM) ck.7 1. Jeff Cote (KTM) ck.6 
2. Ken Bessette (Kaw) ck.4 

(Hon) 61 3. Dave Wernersbach (KTM) ck.3 

(KTM) 83 C Bantam 

(Kaw) ck7 1. Scott Lussier (KTM) ck.3 
C Light 

(Yam) 67 1. Dan Quinn ck.6 

(Hon) 73 ck7 C Heavy 

(KTM) ck.7 1. Steve Tanzella (KTM) ck.3 
C Four-Stroke 

(Yam) 55 ck7 1. Ken Hawk (Hon) ck.6 

(KTM) ck.7 2. Rich Pagano (Hon) ck.3 

(KTM) ck.3 C Veteran 
1. David Gargiulo (KTM) ck.3 

(Kaw) ck.7 2. Steven Neveu (Hus) ck.3 

(KTM) ck.7 C Senior 

(Hon) ck.3 1. Charlie Kennedy (Suz) ck3 
2. Robert Bendix ck.2 

(KTM) ck.7 Super Senior 

(CRE) ck.5 1. Keith Goodell (CRE) ck.7 

(KTM) ck.2 2. Gordon Razee (Hon) ck.6 


year with first AA and second overall. Tony Geraci, 
from the A Heavy class took top honors with a 45 
point score, earning him A High Point. In the B 
class, Mike Dowling had the pleasure of being the 
only B rider to finish the event within his houf, with 
a score of 76. This determination earned him the B 
High Point. C Veteran rider Walt Pupiak made it to 
check six with a score of 31 to take home the big 
C High Point trophy. CRE Rider Keith Goodell con- 
tinued his winning ways in the Super Senior Class 
with a 65 point score at check 7. 

The season breaks for a six-weeks before it picks 
up again on September 19 for round 8 at the 
Greylock Enduro. See you there! 4t 
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After using these zinc-plated 
fasteners on both on and off-road 
bikes, we've come away impressed. 
They look virtually identical to the 
expensive stock hardware, are at 
least as strong, and are packaged 
in a trick plastic organizer that 
puts them conveniently at hand. 
Good stuff. sit 


-Lee Parks 
Motorcycle Consumer News 
September 1999 | 
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1999 international Six Days Enduro 





By Paul Clipper 


Coimbra, Portugal 9/13-18 

n order to cover the Six Days properly this year, we 

had to arrive early and get a sense of the culture of 
this strange foreign land. We didn't want to be too 
obvious about our sleuthing, so upon arrival in Lisbon 
we immediately went south, all the way to the region 
known as the Algarve, and holed up in a small fishing 
village for a couple of days. The town would have 
easily fit inside of a football stadium, and it consist- 
ed of five bars and three restaurants, a smattering of 
stray dogs, old fishermen fiddling with their boats 
and topless European sunbathers frolicking on the 
beach. First observation: Portuguese fisherman have 
nothing to complain about. 

After two days of eating freshly grilled fish and 
closely observing the inhabitants, we tore ourselves 
away and headed up to Coimbra, the third largest city 
in Portugal and the starting point for the 74th 
International Six Days Enduro. We were a little con- 
cerned about the change of culture, since Coimbra is 


Trail Rider 


IUE TM NR. 
e 30 


48 kilometers from the coast and we had come to 
appreciate and understand the life of a fisherman in 
the beginning of our trip. Still, there was work to be 
done and a professional journalist doesn't let person- 
al prejudices get in the way of his fun...er, | mean effi- 
cient execution of his job. Yes, we had a job to do, by 
golly, and we were going to do it no matter how fully 
dressed the subjects were. 
Eyes on the Prize 

You all know what the ISDE is about. It's six days of 
racing in the European enduro format—a certain 
amount of trail or road or two-track every day con- 


necting special test sections. The trail has to be cov- - 
ered in a certain amount of time, so that you don’t - 


lose time at the checkpoints—but it’s usually some- 
what generous and the average “A” rider would 
have too much of a problem. At the special: 
total time around the test is scored to the 


of a second, and there could be six or € 


ner of the class is the ri 
accumulated time 


à Main photo: Randy Hawkins climbs a hill 
fon day one. He had carb problems, but 
Soldiered on to a gold medal finish. 
| Right: Jeremy Ketchum takes the safe 
‘line down a nasty wet switchback. Belo 
1 Ten years of no Six Days didn’t slow Terry 
Cunningham down very much. 


* 





A story of pa 


The special tests are studded around the trail 
course every day, and each day the riders do two 
loops of the trail. Thus, everything is repeated twice. 
In Portugal, days one and two were the same, as 
were three and four. Day five was different from the 
rest, and day six was only a road ride down to the 
final motocross special test. Both of the “cross” tests 
were re-used every day, and they were dusty, silty, 
featureless “grass” tracks laid out in parched river — 
bottoms. We went to each of them in the first couple - 
of days, they sucked for any kind of interesting pho- 
tography, so after that we never visited them again. 



















1 and suffering for the love of the sport 


Actually, | felt sorry for the riders. who had to ride 
themitwice each day. 


.— Being an American, {was naturally interested in the 


Œ xvarious reasons. 


s Suzuki riders .Steve-Hatc| 








; American team effort. Their goal, as in every year 


past; Was to win the.coveted World Trophy, the 
biggest award of the Six Days, and it goes to the low- 


.est-scoring six-man team. Each country, fields one 


six-man Trophy Team, the best riders from that-coun- 
try. Our Trophy Team effort for the past couple of 


eds has been one fixed group of guys; in an effort to 


promote. a. "team" ‘identification and hopefully make 
the guys feel Tike they have : a reason to work togeth- 
.-er«omhome soil they’ re all fierce competitors). This ~ 
noble” effort worked fine for a | year or two, but this 
year m most of the. original riders couldn | make it; fo) 








Thirty more American riders filled out the ranks of 
club teams, and we'll apologize right now if we don't 
get to. mention each of their names in this story, 
because frankly, there's a bunch of them, many we 
never had the chance to meet. Also, you know how 
enduro riders are, and at the Six Days they're all 
focused on the job at hand, and we never even saw a 


fair number of them. They all had their dramas and 


victori s; pain and suffering, and we personally 





respect and applaud their efforts. 

The ¢ ete ae champions this year were the Finns. 
They »the Trophy competition last year, in a 
strange Si Days in Australia that only lasted four and 


a half days due to big rain. After the flood last year 


the event was cut down fo a road ride between spe- 


‘cial tests, and the Finnish Trophy Team "proved they 


Missing. from ‘the original1997 line- uf was toam -- knew how to dominate special tests. Aussie Shane 





odney, Smith, con- 





tracted by their sr onsor 
ferring to Bur ‘onth 
LED Ame | out for medical 
ons. The hene remaining this y 














ye ars. 
Our“ Junior Trop 


it all that more interesting | because the Six Days isa 
great opportunity to show. "what you can do. Me gho: 
were ClaysBoreing,and b 


N p he GNCC series and 
X me was chase riding | for the Australian. Trophy Team. 










OR 


their ed 
"that squad. The Americans” 


compet 
four-man "ea 2 
years old) was a group of ASDE. rookies , whic ind 






` Watts v won the overall last year, but this year he Was- 


art riding; still waiting for his knee to heal. Instead he 


We talked to Giovanni Sala, fresh from winning the 


ae World Enduro: Championship, and he was 
ing upbeat. s oy ae and optimistic about | 
" . to get past th e Finns this; san Yeah; 


’s chances 
ere's a lot of 
ur ntries entered in the Six Days but it ari pretty 


ous NL year was g 
ns 2 















0 st atk lo deck in 
rs wh are fast 


ge—they need 


they’re unfamiliar with the special test format and 
we’re just not all that fast in special tests. Everybody 
else? Well, they're there to give it their best, but I 
wouldn’t put any hard money down on them unless 
Hurricane Leo came crashing down on the course. 
And if that happened, the FIM has proven they’d dis- 
qualify the week's scores anyhow, so what's a poor 
enduro rider to do? 
Welcome to the Dust Bowl 

They say that the most important training for the Six 
Days in experience, but if you had counted on the 
past couple years of ISDE as the norm, you'd be com- 
pletely out of sorts at this year's event. Instead of 
easy two-track and paved roads between special 
tests, the riders found dry, dusty soil and rocky, 
gnarly trails in one of the most difficult, technical-rid- 
ing-packed Six Days in many years. It was a race that 
demanded psychological as well as physical 
endurance, and not in the sense that after four or five 
grueling days riders had lost the strength and will to 
go on.-No, for-most riders the sheer'difficulty of the. 
first and second.days—repeats ofthe same course— 
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= Main photo: Brian Brown skirts below the remains 
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EIOS of 200-year old village huts in Candal. Left: Ty 


Davis tinished as top American, but not because 
ghe liked the course. Top: Clay Boreing bounces 


Mat 4 over a dike in a special test. Above: Drew Smith 


E rode his 20th this year, to another silver menat 


-- Moverm Der 1999, 
En 


v "4 
gos rt i 


tations of eucalyptus trees, cork B 
oaks, other hardwoods and ever- 
greens were shaded from the sun 
but still terminally dry. The soil mix & 
of silt and sharp rocks was terribly 
dusty, and it was obvious from the 
first mile that seeing where you were 
going was going to be a major 
headache. Driving down the road we 
could follow the course of the riders 
by watching the dust plume coming 
out of the woods up in the hills.. 

The second surprise; more of a 
shock, really, was the early discov- 
ery that the Portuguese love their 
trails difficult. American riders for 
years have bemoaned the fact that z 
the Six Days has turned into a “road 4 
ride” between the special tests inthe =~ 
past number of years. Well, this year 
many of the riders were pleased to 
simply get to the special tests, both 
Trophy and Club riders alike. 

The deciding factor for day one 
were the hills themselves, or at least 
trying to get up them. “Man, there was one hill- 
climb that just went up and up, and kept going 
up,” said Central Jersey Club Team rider Mike 
` Sigety. It was a tough climb, but other shorter 
climbs were just as bad, stopping some riders 
in their tracks. Some had to push up, some 
were very busy turning around and taking 
another shot at them, and in all the dust it was 
pandemonium. Accustomed to an easy day for 
the first day of the Six Days, riders from every 
team were scrambling to get to the checks on 
time, with most of the club riders losing trail 
points. This made for anxious moments in the 
service areas before the time checks, and in the morn- 
ing gas checks the frenzy reached panic levels. It was 
here that the first American disaster struck. 

In the days before the start, two-stroke fuel was 
mixed and stored along with the straight gas for the 
four-strokes, all in unmarked and identical cans. When 
the fuel was distributed to the check point crews mis- 
takes were made, and a number of two-stroke riders 
were fed straight gas by nervous and inexperienced pit 
crews. "| almost did it myself," said American support 





Overall winner for the event was Mika Ahola of Finland, who 
pretty much never put a wheel wrong all week. 


was such an assault on the senses that many riders 
lost any enthusiasm they might have had before even 
checking out of the course on day one. 

The event started in bone-dry terrain that was a lot 
like the silt beds of Nevada with trees. Portugal's interi- 
or resembles northern California—grassy lowlands and 
hills with sparse, tough trees here and there. At the 
higher elevations the day one/two course passed the 
tree line, topping out at roughly 1100 meters at the 
highest point, an air strip on top of a mountain at the 
cold and windy Time Check #3. In between, forest plan- 
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Jeff Fredette fords a river that was the only water the riders saw 
until the end of the fourth day. This ISDE was Jeff's 19th. 


team member Lindsay Pirie. "| started pouring gas into 
Brian's bike (Garrahan) and it didn't look right. Sure 
enough it was straight gas. We figured it out at my 
check but some of the guys weren't so lucky." 

Junior Trophy team riders Craig Wesner (Kaw) and 
Nathan Knight (Gas-Gas) were both taken out by the 
straight gas bug, crippling the team and taking it to last 
place, where it would remain for the rest of the week. 
Mike Monroe (G-G) also received straight gas at a 
check. His bike stopped on a trail section, and he 
pushed it out to a small village. "They told us to never 
leave the bike on the trail, or it would be stolen. So | 
found a house and knocked on the door, and begged 
the woman to allow me to store it in her garage." Keep 
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A AG nM T a. . DEN RENE Ud 
EGEA's John Ross, struggling to get his bike buffed 
in the ten minute work period at the end of the day. 


in mind that Mike had bleached his hair white, then 
dyed the sides red and blue. “I must have looked like an 
alien, but she let me. And then | went back to the course 
and started walking. | walked back to a stamp check 
and then just waited for the sweepers to help me down. 

“It's so frustrating,” he said, "To work this hard this 
long. | was riding my bicycle every day, working out, 
practicing. lve been to Six Days before, and | wanted a 
gold medal; that was my goal this year. And then to 
have the bike destroyed by someone else's mistake. It's 
just so frustrating." 

It was easy to blame a lot of mechanical ills to the 
problem of getting the wrong fuel in your bike, but 


am» 


STRONG PIPE 


They say we're the most 
expensive pipe, but for the 
price you get a pipe that 
will outlast all others, and 
fits perfectly. 

Will a cheap pipe do that? 


No way. 
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truthfully it only happened to a few riders. One really 
nasty problem that few riders may have counted on was 
the dust. It clogged air filters and forced its way into 
every possible hole or air leak on a bike, and most of 
the dead bikes we examined had plenty of dirt inside of 
them. If you didn't take the time to really seal your air- 
box—the same way you would for deep water—you 
were playing Russian roulette with your engine. 

Club Team rider Matt Stavish also went out with a 
freakish problem. He had a return spring—about a $2 
part—break in the shift mechanism of his Gas-Gas. He 
could upshift fine, but he couldn't downshift without 
stopping and removing his clutch cover to manually 
shift the bike to a lower gear. "With all the hills in the 
loop | was at a severe disadvantage. | struggled as hard 
as | could to get in and get it fixed, but | wound up 
houring out by about three minutes at the end of the 
day." 

By the end of the day Club riders Blake Plonsky (G- 
G), Brian Sperle (Hon) and Steve Silvestri (Hbg) were 
also out of the event with a variety of problems, and 
John Burgard (KTM) dropped out with a knee injury. It 
was a disappointing day for the Club riders, and a num- 
ber of those who remained lost a lot of trail time getting 
to the finish. 

One veteran Six Day rider who took it all in stride was 
Jeff Fredette. "It was an okay day. | didn't do anything 
stupid, but it costa lot of points. We sat at the second 
special test for, it had to be eight to ten minutes in a 
bottleneck. Then we were six or seven minutes late at 
the next check. The next check my clutch nut came off, 
and we were at the top of that big hill and | knew I'd 
want to use the clutch on the way down. So I ran up and 
down and finally found a Brit with a 22mm socket 
wrench and put it back together. Cost me another four 
minutes. | guess | dropped 11 trail points total, but 
that's better than not coming in at all." 


B&B Sales & Service 





Everybody's favorite fast guy, Giovanni Sala. Gio 
Sala admits he could hardly keep Ahola in sight. 
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Destry Abbott wf his way up a rocky little cart path. Abbott was 
doing well until a seized bottom end halted his Kawasaki on day 4. 





Fredette (Kaw) was a member of the 
Salt Fork Dirt Riders, an American team 


$ that couldn't hide from its members’ his- 


tory and experience. Fredette, 41, has 19 


i years of ISDE finishes to his credit, 


including Trophy Team rides and top 
American status in the past. Also on the 


4 team was Drew Smith (Hus), our senior 


ISDE competitor in the States, this being 
his 20th ISDE ride out of 25 years of 
involvement in the event. Unofficially, 


* Drew's record may be a world champi- 


onship in itself, as so far no other ISDE 
competitor is on record with 20 starts in 
this event (Drew has 18 FIM ISDE medals 
out of his 20 rides, and is 42 years old). 
The third member of the Salt Fork team 
was former AMA National Enduro 
Champion Terry Cunningham, riding the 
Six Days for the first time in 10 years, 
after competing with the American team 


- effort from 1979 to 1989. "Maybe after 10 
. years of laying back I’ve forgotten what it 
; was like," 


Cunningham said, "but we'll 
see how it goes. My Gas-Gas goes really 
well, and I’m in pretty good shape, so I'm 


«s looking forward to it." 


Mixed Feelings 


Bottlenecks at the start of the 


~ motocross special tests added to the con- 
* fusion on day one. It was the kind of day 


everyone had a comment about, most not 


í printable. Long, tough, and a wake-up 


call. Cunningham, pointing to his wrist- 
watch alarm going off at 6:00 p.m., said 
"That means it's time to quit! I'll tell you, 
every Six Days | ever rode | never dropped 


Trust us, with so many to choose from, 


a route point until today. We dropped 'em today; prob- 
ably about 14 if | had to guess. | was late coming into 
that first special test, and they had everybody backed 
up in there. | guess they were trying to give everyone 
30 seconds space because of the dust. It was kind of 
the same deal at the next check also, | waited six min- 
utes there. Does it feel good after all that time off? I'll 
tell you, | guess being back 14 minutes got me out of 
the crowd, because on the second loop | hardly had any 
dust and it was fun. | mean you could jump over little 
moguls and have fun, but the first loop wasn't fun at all. 
It just wasn't any fun." 

Not everyone was put off by the day. Drew Smith: "I'll 
tell you, Paul, this is the kind of day that the wolf's at 
your door, and you whack him in the nose and say 'Bad 
dog!’ It was fun. After things thinned out it was kind of 
nice. In the morning | felt like | wanted to stop, | didn't 
want to take a chance of getting hurt in the dust, you 
know. But you just ride as much as the dust would let 
you, work your way past guys and keep moving. | was 
really happy with my bike, my 250 Husky. My rock set- 
tings are perfect on that suspension, I'm sure | had less 
feedback from the trail than anybody riding here, I'm 
positive of that. The bike is working nice.” 

Drew was telling the truth. We ran into him in a tight 
and gnarly section through some 200 year old ruins in 
the village of Candal, and Drew stopped and yelled 
“This is what | live for, baby!” He was upbeat and plug- 
ging away all week, with never a complaint that we 
could hear. All the while, though, he was maintaining 
that this was his last Six Days. We'd kid him about it. 
“No way!” He'd say, “After this I’m done. Twenty of 
them is enough for anybody!” Well, we still say that’s 
what Drew says now. We'll believe he's retired finally 
when we don't see him in Spain next year. 

We won't even try to hide the fact that our favorite 
Club team was the Salt Fork Dirt Riders. Seeing Drew, 
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entered a team of riders and brought over 
probably three dozen friends and relatives 
to support them. John Ross (Hon) and 
Mark Spence (Hon) are both from 
$ Virginia, and Mike Sigety (TM) is from 
North Jersey. They had the attention of 
their families, girlfriends, pregnant wives, 
pets, fan clubs and a whole host of Jersey 
folks to help them. It's necessary to note 
that Ross is a member of the Meteor 
Motorcycle Club, while the others are from 
CJCR. 

The only thing they had going against 
them was experience. None of them had 
ever ridden the Six Days before. As a mat- 
ter of fact, few of our Club Team riders had 
Six Days experience, which is a little bit of 
a negative but on the other hand we think 
it's great. All these people interested in the 
ISDE, in wanting to try it out. You know, | 
lusted after a Six Days ride for years, but 
lack of ability, time, money and guts kept 
me away from it until it's now pretty much 
a lost cause. But it is great to see all these 
, enduro riders going for the Big 
Experience. I'll also add that in Portugal 
they got their butt kicked; | hope it didn't 
drain all of their enthusiasm. 
pose a Finnish rider Mika Ahola (TM) finished 
ji, S VU 4 Heid uL IUS AÀ day one on the top of the results. Giovanni 

i da a duca UNES ue Sala, the "leader" of the Italian Trophy 
Wild Bill Rush concentrates on staying inside of the tapes on this Team, finished up the day 23 seconds out 


switchback. Good idea; it was a sheer drop down the other side. ^ of first place, still confident that he would À ad Rus SIGUEN 
find the way to make up the time, but very He was once a leading scorer on the American team, 


Terry and Jeff riding together was a blast, but there was ^ concerned about the trails. He said his day was "Notso ut he has the heart of a kangaroo: Aussie Geoff 
also a local New Jersey club team entered that we had bad, not so fast as Mika Ahola, but okay. It is critical to Ballard helped his country's Trophy Team to finish 
to root for. The Central Jersey Competition Riders had ^ know where to put your wheel, in the bump or not inthe third in this year’s ISDE. 
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counted in the final scores. 
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The Garrahan brothers, Pat (left) and Brian (above) put in 
good rides on the Trophy team this year. Brian rode like a 
maniac in his muddy final moto, but the results weren't 





bump because it is so slippery. But, everything 
is okay, | enjoyed the day, so it's okay. It will be 
a long week for Ahola too, so we'll see, no?" 
Ahola was flying, though, and so were his team 
mates. Finnish riders had won four classes on 
day one—125, 250 Four-Stroke, 175+ Two- 
Stroke, and 500+ Four Stroke. If this wasn't a 
sign that they were serious, we were all blind. 
Death March 

Day two was a repeat of day one, this time on 
| "A" schedule, which is a little bit faster than the 
"B" schedule the riders rode on day one. The 
same tests and the same trail, which was well 
hammered by this time, but the riders now knew 
what to expect. The sponsoring club ran the 
same motocross special tests every day; two 
tests, twice a day, and all the riders learned to 
hate them. 

The dust was the quiet potential assassin 
threatening every bike. Air filters were getting 
clogged rapidly, and if you delayed changing 
» them you were inviting all manner of problems. 
£3 Air filters being washed and hung out to dry 
y were a common sight at all the checks. "We're 
changing air filters at every other check," said 
Trophy Team rider Randy Hawkins (Yam), "and 
I’m still not sure that's good enough.” 

It was also necessary to watch where you 
were going. Central Jersey Club Team rider Mike 
Sigety paid the price when he hit the wrong rut 
in a special test. "I went down into this silt rut, and | 
swear a wave of dust came right over my front fender. 
It was like sinking a Jet Ski. | sucked dust in every- 
where. From there to the end of the test the bike over- 
heated and the engine quit. | guess the filter failed and 
| packed the engine full of dirt.” 

Sigety also had an adventure from there, leaving his 
bike and accepting a ride down to a village, where he 
used a $20 bill to buy drinks for all the guys who helped 
him out. According to the story Big George found him 
late that night in a cafe, finally, in a better mood than 
they might have expected. 

Mika Ahola was still setting fastest times for the 
event, while our best rider was Ty Davis, about 56 sec- 
onds off the Finn’s pace. Finland, Sweden and Italy, in 
that order, were still leading the Trophy competition, 
while consistent riding helped our team move up from 
tenth to eighth. 

The third day was a change of course, but not of ter- 
rain. Instead of going high up into the mountains, the 
course stayed lower, and continued dusty and danger- 
ous. Two new Enduro Tests were added to the course, 
both little more than bulldozed tracks through young 
tree plantations. One course was so obviously danger- 
ous (due to the dusty conditions and fast, fast down- 
hills) that it was removed from the timing schedule 
before any riders even tried it. “Good thing, too,” said 
Drew Smith, “One downhill was so bad, somebody 
would have gotten seriously hurt trying to race on it.” 

Day three took some time away from our Trophy 
Team riders, as Pat Garrahan explained, “Brian had a 
bad day. He threw a chain on a special test and he lost 
a bunch of time, He had to get a chain from his chase 
rider, go back and break the one off his bike, He lost 15 
minutes right there. | had an all right day, the only prob- 
lem | had was my plug fouled on the line and | lost 20 
seconds there. That's not the way you want to start your 
day.” Brian’s troubles jacked his points score way up, 
but since only five riders’ scores are counted on the 
Trophy Teams, we were still all right—just uninsulated 
from any tragedy that might occur.. 

Ty Davis was visibly upset at the end of day three and 
not in any mood to be quoted. “I have a couple of 
squids near my minute, and it seems like they’re always 
in the way. With this dust it’s impossible to get away 
from them, and it's terrible. I’m in dust all day long, and 





having to go way too fast just to stay where | am." 

Randy Hawkins had more to add, when we asked if 
there was anything he wanted to tell his fans: "They're 
not missing anything. This is ridiculous dusty. They 
have the potential to put on a really great race here, but 
| don't know what they're trying to prove. We're run- 
ning "A" schedule, we should be on "B" schedule 
because of the dust. If you have a problem, you could 
make the time up in this terrain, but it’s just so dusty 
you can’t pass anyone. It also seems to be the most 
unorganized Six Days I’ve been to in a long time, but 
hey, we're all riding it. Maybe the Portuguese riders 
were figuring they weren't going to do all that well any- 
how, so they'd just make it miserable for everybody. 

“Hey, it's taking it's toll on everybody. | just saw Gian 
Marco Rossi (Italian Trophy Team rider) alongside the 
trail stopped, | saw one of the Swede riders pushing in 
today. | mean the attrition is getting everybody. My carb 
is still full of crud. I’m going to have to do a carb swap 
in the morning." 

Finland, Sweden and Italy still sat at the top of the 
Trophy competition, with the Czech Republic and then 
Australia nipping at their heels. The Americans still held 
onto eighth, waiting for an opportunity to move up. 
With the deficit they'd piled up, about 25 minutes of 
lost points, all they could hope for was consistent luck 
and other folks' mistakes to take advantage of. 

On day four, they didn't get what they wished for. 
Before the end of the day Destry Abbott's Kawasaki 250 
ingested enough dirt to stop running: another bottom 
end bearing failure, same thing that took him out last 
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North Jersey's Mike Sigety started the ride with a 
bad knee, and ended it with an engine full of dirt. 


year. Now the Trophy Team was unprotected against 
any more failures, and they would all have to ride care- 
fully in order to preserve the team results. Fortunately, 
this is a position we’ve been in a number of times 
before, and our boys do a great job of protecting a posi- 
tion. Some times it’s easy to forget that the AA riders 
and national champions on the Trophy Team are there 
for a reason, and watching them ride you remember— 
they're there because they're the best, and they were 
proving it. Carrying the trophy home was barely a pos- 
sibility, and the conditions were still grim, but none of 
them even hinted at giving up.. 

The Club Team riders, on the other hand, were getting 
hammered by the course, and it showed in the results 
so far. However, by day four the secret was out: there 
were three tough, old Americans who were making 
serious waves in the Club competition. Our Salt Fork 
Riders, Terry, Drew and Jeff, had been chipping away at 
the ranks all week, riding like the heroes they were in 





the past, and still are to some of us. They started out 
the week in ninth place, and by the end of day four had 
worked their way up to fourth place club, only two min- 
utes out of third place. It was great watching them ride. 
Three of the toughest old birds this country ever pro- 
duced, and they were all setting good times and never 
complaining. On day one, "T.C." had celebrated his 41st 
birthday, and it was starting to look like his birthday 
present was going to be a podium finish for the Salt 
Fork Riders. 

The evening of day four we finally got a break. Clouds 
had been building all week, and by Thursday night we 
were driving home in the rain. Heavy showers on and 
off raised questions about just exactly how muddy 
some of the course might get. On the positive side, the 


Despite painful nagging injuries, Nolan Knight fin- 
ished the event with a silver. His brother Nathan lost 
his engine after a fuel mix-up at a check. 
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day five loop was unique to the rest of them—although 
the special tests remained the same—so everyone 
would have new trails to ride, instead of the hammered 
out ruts they'd been following all week. . 

Our favorite spot to watch on this day was a series of 
tight switchback trails snaking down a canyon behind 
an ancient castle. If you're going to come to Europe, 
this is the kind of thing you want to see, and it was a 
treat to see the best riders in the world negotiate tight 
trails and a rocky streambed on the last real day of 
competition. Tomorrow, Saturday, would be a transfer 
ride from our mid-week home base of Lousa back to 
Coimbra for the final motocross, and then we'd be 
done. 

The significant events on day five were just what the 
Americans were waiting for, but just a little too late. The 
Swedish Trophy Team had been sitting in third place 
with one rider out, and unfortunately for them star rider 
Anders Eriksson bailed off and came in somewhat 
delirious, and was hauled off to the hospital for obser- 
vation (it was a concussion, and he is fine now). The 
loss of Eriksson drove the Swedish team all the way 
down to 12th. Then, one of the Czech team riders suf- 
fered bad engine problems on the course, and though 
he made it into the finish it cost him and the team near- 
ly an hour of penalties, kicking them down to 10th. The 
effect of this was to vault the Australians into third 
place in the competition and the Americans into sixth. 
With luck and good riding at the final motocross, the 
American Trophy riders could improve their position a 
little more. Also the Salt Fork Dirt Riders were still only 
two minutes away from the third place team, and our 
guys could possibly make the podium if they all did well 
in the final motocross. 

But none of this would come to pass. The rain 
stopped overnight, and it even appeared to clear up, but 
in the morning the clouds rolled in again and by the 
2:00 start of the first MX, the rain started falling. First it 
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Russ Pearson rode strong, putting in the second- 
fastest scores of all the Americans present. He took 
home a gold medal for all his trouble. 


came down and made the track slippery, then it came 
down in buckets and made it an ugly mess. All the rid- 
ers soldiered on and raced their races accordingly, but 
by ten o’clock that night when the jury meeting let out, 
it was decided to cancel the results of the whole day. 
The official word was that some of the riders were 


unidentifiable due to the mud during the race, and 
rather than guess at the numbers the officials canceled 
the day. The results of day five would stand as the final 
results of the ‘99 Six Days. 

“Well, its a shame,” said a philosophical Jeff 
Fredette. “We were only two minutes away, and one of 
the riders on the team that beat us was pushing around 
the course with a dead bike. Drew had trouble with his 
goggles and got lapped by the leader, but the other guy 
lost at least three laps, and at about two and a half min- 
utes per lap...well, it would have been close. But I think 
we proved a point, and showed the world what a bunch 
of old guys can do if they put their mind to it!” 

Watching Terry Cunningham fly around that sloppy 
motocross track like a teenager, 20 years after the first 
time he tried it, and ten years since the last time, we 
believe Jeff's right. They proved their point fine. Once 
again, old age and treachery won out over youth and 
enthusiasm. 

Hard Luck Tales 

We found out why Gian Marco Rossi of the Italian 
Trophy Team was pushing in more than once, when we 
were introduced to him after the event. In real life, he’s 
a likable and good-humored policeman from northern 
Italy—l guess just as long as you're on the right side of 
the baton. Rossi was competing in the 250 Four-Stroke 
class, and had to rebuild his top end completely on the 
first day when a failed air filter wrecked his piston and 
broke a piston ring, almost putting him out of the event. 
The next day the bike still wasn’t right, and he lost plen- 
ty of time trying to reach a mechanical understanding 
with his XR250. On the third day, a spring holding the 
cam chain follower broke, bringing the bike to a shud- 
dering stop once more, forcing him to push in and 
rebuild the engine one more time. “In the final test, it 
was making a terrible clanking noise, and | was afraid it 
would fail on a jump, so | was very careful!” he said. It 
got him home, though, and Rossi went back to Italy 
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100% synthetic oil uniquely blended 
for high performance 4-cycle racing 
engines. K4's friction modifiers and 
extreme pressure additives enhance 
power output by reducing fluid drag, 
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engine temperatures. 
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Mark Stevens of Colorado climbs a short rock hill on 
day two, headed for a silver medal finish. 


with a bronze medal. 

353 starters left the line on day one. The official 
results scored 301 finishers on the first day, 264 on the 
second, 252 on the third, 235 on the fourth, and 231 on 
the fifth and final day. Gian Marco Rossi, coincidental- 
ly, was the last rider scored in on day five. 

The American club teams, with the exception of the 
Salt Fork Dirt Riders, all dropped at least one rider from 
their ranks. Some of the problems were injuries, some 
mechanical. Steve Silvestri of the Nevada County 
Woods Riders dropped out on the first day with an odd 
running bike that turned out to have a gas tank cap that 
wasn't venting properly. He re-impounded and rode 


From the company who brought you the 
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Class Winners and USA Riders Results 





m 2-Stroke 61 Riders finished 

Gold Samuli Aro/Finland Yam 2:18:11.21 
4 Silver Brian Brown Kaw 2:40:51.77 
41. Silver Bill Rush Suz 2:56:38.85 
44. Silver Brian Garrahan KTM 3:06:57.87 
45. Silver Jim Connor KTM 3:13:25.61 
47. Bronze Brian Storrie Kaw 3:45:25.61 
55. Bronze Zach Ivey KTM 4:51:15.27 

DNF John Burgard KTM Day 1 

DNF Michael Sigety TM Day 2 

DNF Ron Schmelze Yam Day 2 

DNF Alex McElyea TM Day 3 
on 2-Stroke 96 Riders Finished 

Gold Mika Ahola/Finland TM 2:16:36.84 
^ Gold Ty Davis Yam 2:23:25.08 
11. Gold Russ Pearson KTM 2:25:53.98 
19. Gold Patrick Garrahan KTM 2:28:52.21 
40. Silver Jeff Fredette Kaw 2:43:49.98 
41. Silver Mike Windham KTM 2:43:50.32 
45. Silver Steve Swenson KTM 2:46:27.01 
48. Silver Mark Stevens Kaw 2:47:18.25 
51. Silver Terry Cunningham Gas 2:50:09.28 
56. Silver Drew Smith Hus 2:57:04.66 

Silver Clay Boreing Gas 2:58:37.44 


every day, but his scores weren't counted. Mark 
Spence, of the Central Jersey team fell and split the skin 
of his knee open, and couldn't ride after the second day. 
There were so many attrition stories we never heard 
them all. It was a tough Six Days. 

Ty Davis took the unofficial title of "Top American" 
this year, with an eighth place in the 175cc+ class and 
a gold medal finish, although it was obvious that he 
wasn't exactly pleased with the event or his riding. Of 
the other Trophy Team riders, Brian Garrahan finished 
44th in the 125cc class for a silver medal, brother Pat 
Garrahan was 19th in the 175+ class with a gold, Russ 
Pearson was 11th 175+ with a gold, and Randy 
Hawkins finished eighth 400cc Four Stroke for a gold 








62. Silver Nolan Knight Gas 3:04:18.20 
78. Bronze John Ross Hon 3:59:53.18 
80. Bronze Dave Neumeister KTM 4:04:44.43 
86. Bronze Jeremy Ketchum KTM 4:29:18.05 
DNF Blake Plonsky Gas Day 1 
DNF Mike Monroe Gas Day 1 
DNF Matt Stavish Gas Day 1 
DNF Craig Wesner Kaw Day 1 
DNF Nathan Knight Gas Day 1 
DNF Jim Thomson KTM Day 2 
DNF Mark Spence Hon Day 3 
DNF Destry Abbott Kaw Day 4 
250 4-Stroke 16 Riders Finished 
1. Gold Vesa Kytonen/Finland Kaw 2:26:02.72 
10. Silver Mark Miller Kaw 3:05:22.82 
DNF Curt Wilcox Hon Day 3 
400 4-Stroke 39 Riders Finished 
1. Gold David Fretigne/France Yam 2:19:48.53 
8. Gold Randy Hawkins Yam 2:28:56.43 
21. Silver Paul Krause Yam 2:43:41.46 
DNF Mark Adkins Yam Day 1 
500 4-Stroke 19 Riders Finished 
1. Gold Kari Tiainen/Finland KTM 2:18:33.12 
17. none Steve Silvestri Hbg 4:07:13.19 





medal. The team finished in sixth place. 

The four-man Junior Trophy competition in Portugal 
fell to the Spaniards, after a week-long battle to stay 
ahead of the opposing Italian team, while by the end of 
the week the Czech Republic had clawed their way up to 
third. Sweden salvaged some of their self-respect with 
a win in the Club Team competition, successfully fight- 
ing off two German teams who filled out the podium. 

The American Junior Trophy Team effort of Brian 
Brown, Clay Boreing, Craig Wesner and Nathan Knight 
was Crippled on the first day, after Wesner and Knight 
went out. The team finished last on the roster. Both 
Boreing and Brown finished the event with silver 
medals. 
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CNC machined 6160 Billet Aircraft Aluminum for increased strength, clamping surface and reduction of fork flex. 
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W, a team of six riders from Finland won 


cerned that the U.S. team should stay "all American." His bike was a 
Can-Am 250, and he narrowly missed being top American that year, 
instead finishing just a few points below Jeff Fredette. "It was the 
greatest three years of my life," he told us at the Six Days this year. "To 
_ be able to ride in America at that time was fantastic, it was a dream 
come true. | worked for Barry Higgins and raced on the weekends, 
... lived i ina motorhome with my wife Jenny and her TN Kim, it was 





g dw 
restaurant. It goes by a dozen different names, but it all spells "goat," 
in a stew of bones and red wine. We had a bowl of it briefly pass our 
table one night, all bones and reeking of goat meat, looking more like 
road kill than food. Watched one German man eating it and he didn't 
look happy. However, that was our only near-mistake, gastronomically. 
Sticking with grilled fish, shellfish or chicken was the way to go, and 
we really never got a bad meal there. Except breakfast—they don't eat 
it. Oh well. 

Heading Home 

It may be tempting for some to look at our results and call this just 
another so-so Six Days, another waste of time for the Americans. But 
you can't say that unless you've been there, and if you go you'll never 
say that. The Six Days is a game in itself, it only means what every rider 
carries into it. Yes, maybe some pro riders aren't into it, and maybe it's 
not worth their time to ride it just to get beaten. But if that's your atti- 
tude, you just don't get it. This i he | ultimate test of an enduro rider, 
and the main thing anyone takes home is a feeling of personal accom- 
plishment, of achievement or lack of achievement. The Six Days is 
good and bad, humbling and uplifting both at the same time. The Six 
Days is the Whole Test, as American Trophy Team star Carl Cranke said 
back in 1974, and just taking the test is an accomplishment in itself. A 
real enduro rider doesn’t need a whole lot more than that. # 






Final Results: World Trophy 


: Giovanni — 
PAS ERI, Stefan 
BOANO, Jarno 
ROSSI, GianMarco 
RINALDI, Mario 
FARIOLI, Fabio 

ily Totals: 

. Australia 

20 SMITH, Damian 
22  GRABHAM, Ben 
140 MARTIN, Peter 
143 BALLARD, Geoffrey 
178 MORGAN, Stuart 
196 CUNNINGHAM, lan 
Daily Totals: 
6. United States 
13  GARRAHAN, Brian 
86 DAVIS, Ty 
90 ABBOTT, Destry 
99  GARRAHAN, Patrick 
107 PEARSON, Russ 
162 HAWKINS, Randy 
Daily Totals: 
Junior Trophy 
1. Spain 
6 VILANOVA, Arnau 
73 AGRA, Xacob 
94  FARRES, Gerard 


106 ARPA, Miki 
Daily Totals: 
2. Italy 
5 BOANO, Ivan 


12 ALBERGONI, Simone 
102 FERMI, Riccardo 
135 MANCINELLI, F. 
Daily Totals: 

3. Czech Republic 

18 MALAT, Martin 

46 RUDOLF, Michal 

69 BAROS, Milan 

141 HOLADA, Jan 

Daily Totals: 
13. United States 
35 BROWN, Brian 
113 BOREING, Clay 
117 WESNER, Craig 
123 KNIGHT, Nathan 
Daily Totals: 








30:36.27 - 


Gap: to 2nd 











Diff. to 1st 
1:17.98 1:33.82 1:01.74 1:23.26 2:00:00.00 
1:33.52 1:41.26 1:15.57 3:28.10 1:06.26 
36.24 11.19 0.00 1:22.16 20.31 
2:56.39 1:40.59 51.33 1:27.35 2:14.47 
1:53.51 1:33.83 1:26.94 1:53.68 2:09.08 
1:20.66 1:15.27 1:21.44 1:32.46 1:55.83 
6:41.91 6:14.70 4:30.08 7:38.91 7:45.95 
Diff. to 1st 49:13.52 Gap to 3rd 6:09.62 Total 
2:05.10 1:51.12 35:26.79 3:50.21 5:50.30 
1:54.33 55.67 38.61 2:52.50 28.48 
2:43.35 1:53.80 1:07.81 2:00:00.00 — 2:00:00.00 
2:50.99 3:02.44 1:53.10 2:31.87 1:58.32 
2:23.99 2:07.09 1:44.69 1:26.51 1:36.21 
1:40.20 1:53.13 1:34.56 1:55.37 2:32.48 
10:46.97 8:40.81 6:58.77 12:36.46 12:25.79 
Total 
1:17.87 1:47.01 1:37.48 51.57 1:08.92 
45.15 44.18 42.45 1:33.73 36.96 
1:28.40 2:15.05 1:16.31 1:58.31 2:01.15 
1:10.54 32.03 16.33 35.61 2:00:00.00 
3:13.56 3:03.22 2:15.09 3:00.91 3:47.03 
Diff. to 1st — 4:31.88 Gap to st 4:31.88 Total 
48.96 1:29.47 1:00.54 1:33.54 2:50.52 
1:31.29 1:21.17 1:10.38 1:18.60 1:04.89 
2:30.63 3:20.24 1:58.14 3:12.79 2:35.97 
1:19.34 1:38.47 25.72 1:43.59 49.76 
3:39.59 4:29.11 2:36.64 4:35.73 4:30.62 
Diff. to 1st 12:04.75 Gap to 2nd 7:32.87 Total 
2:12.99 2:29.18 1:40.33 2:03.96 41.97 
3:03.06 3:21.89 2:55.94 3:13.81 2:40.59 
2:11.94 2:25.00 1:40.20 1:46.17 1:53.72 
1:30.44 16:40.23 1:04.34 1:45.40 37.03 
5:55.37 8:16.07 4:24.87 5:35.53 3:12.72 
Diff. to 1st 12:49:39.56 Gapto3rd — 2:08:11.61 . Total z 
3:16.01 4:01.57 8:24.47 3:46.14 3:29.23 
4:16.48 3:48.07 25:49.65 4:22.52 3:45.23 
2:00:00.00 2:00:00.00 2:00:00.00 2:00:00.00 2:00:00.00 
2:00:00.00 2:00:00.00 2:00:00.00 2:00:00.00 2:00:00.00 
2:07:32.49 2:07:49.64 2:34:14.12 2:08:08.66 — 2:07:14.46 
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America’s #1 
off-road racer!* 


Spectro congratulates 

Ty Davis for his recent A.M.A. 
National Enduro victory 

and Larry Pegram for his 
recent A.M.A. National 
Superbike victory. 


* Dirt Rider Magazine 
Editor’s Choice 
June 1998 


**Dirt Rider Magazine Reader 
Surveys 1997 and 1998 
Brand of two-stroke oil 
purchased most often 


***American Roadracing Magazine 
Reader Surveys 1994, 1995, 1996 
Brand of Oil Currently Used 


$1 YRTKETIC D m 


Meats 

SYRTHETIG BLEND 

Motorcycle wiitic tue 
pow o US. QUARTS/1.89 LITERS 


Fee |; (immo on 
merica’s #1 
In MRNA in four-stroke oil!*** America’s #1 two-stroke oil!** 
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Quick Bleeders 
for Marzocchi and 
WP Forks 


e NO MACHINING REQUIRED e 
Simply remove stock bleeder screw and 
install Quick Bleeder. That's it! Once 
installed, simply press the stem and air is 


gone. $65 pair, plus $2 shipping. 
(518)271-2500, ask for “CSR” 
CSR ° 68 Cold Spring Road 
Troy, NY 12180 
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Replaces all 90 essential nutrients your 
body sweats out! 

Angela Stelly ° St. Mary Longevity 
1-888-395-7302 


g on quality C creativity, pot tarnarounc 


E 415 >65 1656 
BEN helion derign 206 tannery rd westfield ma 0108) 











Want a free ad in Yankee Trader? Mail it into us, to the 
address on page 3, or e-mail to trmagazine@prodigy.net. 
1955 Husqvarna Silver Arrow 200cc Very rare classic 
road bike. Other classic bikes available, Triumph, Whizzer, 
Indian, Husqvarna, call. (508)695-2061, ask for Joe. 
1996 KDX 200 Motor/porting by Jeff Fredette, FMF Fatty 
pipe and (3) silencers (stock, FMF ISDE and FMF Turbine 
Core Il), Boysen Reeds & RAD Valve, WER suspension & 
damper, Devol Radiator guards, Moose skid plate, 
Renthal bars, Acerbis handguards, Dunlop 752s, One 
Industries black gripper seat cover with matching tail 
pack, 10 Hours on fresh top end, Very clean and meticu- 
lously maintained. Titled, tagged, registered and insured. 
Used for trialriding and dual sports, never raced. Asking 
3000, call Rich (908) 753-5675. 

1993 Husky WXE350 - Baja Designs kitted, titled, tagged, 
registered and insured, suspension by WER, DEVOL radi- 
ator guards, MSR skid plate, Technosel seat cover, 
Acerbis handguards, fresh Dunlop 752s, extra plastic, 
OEM graphics and assorted parts. Great shape. Asking 
2500, call Rich (908) 753-5675 

1998 KTM 300MXC WER steering dampener, FMF 
silencer, E-Line guards, Factory Connection susp., Acerbis 
headlight, K-Style graphics. Ridden 10 times. $3500. Call 
Scott @ 203-846-7550(days) or 203-888-1396 (eve.). 
1997 KTM 360 MXC Hare scramble/enduro-ready low 
hours $3500.00 obo (812)876-6586. 

1996 Husqvarna 125 WXC Good condition, ready to ride 
$2200. Call (609)785-1107 or E- Wideglide80 
@webtv.net. 

1990 Honda CR250 Front & rear susp. Work, motor 
mods, FMF pipe, set up for hare scrambles, NJ title, 
$2499 obo, (908)362-8908. 

Wanted: Any parts to convert '96 CR250 Honda for 
enduro use. Tank, spark arr., ignition, etc. (516)653-0620. 
1998 Honda CR500 Pro-Pilot susp., RAD Valve, FMF pipe 
& silencer, extras. Low hours, set up right, $3250. Also, 
CR parts and gear, call for fax list. (732)493-0356. 

1981 KTM 250 Enduro Last of the twin shock KTMs. A 
definite classic, with newly rebuilt Fox shocks, new tires, 
raunchy plastic and in need of a new piston and rings. No 
title available, first $500 takes it away. (609)953-2922. 
1973 Penton 250 Hare Scrambler Yellow tank, runs, 
needs to be timed, new Ceriani gas shocks. Not a show 
bike but could be, very functional in its present state. 
Rare first year of 250cc Penton, $1000. (609)953-2922. 
1991 KTM 125EXC Ultra low mileage, exc. Cond., $995. 
516-878-4608 

1996 KTM 125EXC Exc. Cond., recent engine rebuild, 
many extras. $2295 firm. 516-878-4608, Long Island, NY. 
1970 Mercedes Benz 250C Coupe (2-door) Six cylinder 
gas engine, new white paint, too much recent work to list 
(please call). Runs and looks great, real nice interior. 
Comes with lots of parts and extra rebuilt motor with only 
40k. Must sell, need dirt bike. $1800 or will trade for dirt 
bike of equal value. (508)743-9034. 

1995 Kawasaki KDX200 FMF pipe/silencer, Renthals, 
handguards, fresh top end, Fredette susp. Adult owned, 
super shape, $1875. 802-223-0032. 

1996 Honda CR125 Factory Connection susp., all the best 
equip: E-Line, Acerbis, Renthal, very low miles, $2800. 
(413)548-9507. 

1973 Bultaco Sherpa T 350 exc. cond., 1975 Bultaco 
Sherpa T 350 exc. cond., 1975 Bultaco Alpina 350 good 
cond. Plus, original lights and chrome fenders for Alpina, 
like new. $2650 obo. (630)552-1454. 

1994 Husky 350 WXC 4 Stroke Fresh Factory Connection 
Suspension, handsavers, etc. Trail ridden by super senior. 
$2200. 1987 HUSKY 510 4 Stroke vintage bike. Fresh 
Factory Conn. susp., etc. Trail ridden by super senior. 
$1000. (617) 244-6375. weekends (508) 432-0004. 

1995 Husqvarna 360 WXE New tires.Most guards.FMF 
pipe.Very clean and tight.Nice bike.Extras. $2395 
(814)736-3153. 

1998 KTM 250EXC excellent condition, less than 500 
miles on bike. $ 3200 obo. Jeff (301)729-0068 MD. 


SOLID FOAM TIRE INSERTS 
(Patart Pending) 


CHOICE OF TOP RACERS: KEVIN HINES, TOMMY NORTON, JEFF RUSSELL SCOTT PLESSINGER, DAN 
RICHARDSON, JEFF FREDETTE. FRED HOESS, CHRIS SMITH, FRED ANOREWS, DREW SMITH & YOU! 


FRONTS $99.95 30 NO MORE FLATS! 
[BEES $124.95 SIZES NO AIR NEEDED 
— TECH PRODUCTS (201) 848-0668 





“starter TROUBLES ? 
Rewinding old & new stators 


Rebuilding starters for all makes and models 
Fast Turnaround 


CALL THE STARTER KING 
(508)763-3160 15 Dr. Braley Rd. 


Call day or night ask for Bob Rochester, MA 02770 








RIDE BAJA 


* Seethe sights on Honda XRs 

* Visit fam s Mies 8 anch 
* |ncludes Hotels/Meals/ Guides 

BAJA OFF ROAD ADVENTURES 
(714) 637-5770 FAX (714) 630-4474 


Pictures of past tours at www.bajaoffroad.com 





PENTON IMPORTS CO. 


Importer and Distributor of 


PVL 


HIGH PERFORMANCE ELECTRONIC 
RACING IGNITIONS 
Vintage to Current Model Kits for 
Single Cylinder Two-Stroke Applications 
(Sold Through Any Established Motorsports Business) 
Visit Our Website at www.pentonimports.com 


1115 Milan Ave., Amherst, OH 44001 
Ph:440-988-4474 Fax:440-983-4476 

















CheckMate - Full featured, 

Infrared version now shipping! 
Ye AMA, ISDE, Brand X & Canadian rules 

Please call Everything you need for $449.95 


formore info 1-800-331-0470 


Tech (504) 882-3107 
FAX (504) 882-7700 (e 
www icoracing.com RECOVER 


cB 


Bearings & Oil Seals 


Worldwide Bearings, Inc. 
Imported Directly from Mfg's 


Call (800)575-3220 
Fax (973)575-5969 
E-Mail bearings Q instantlink.com 
















FAIRWAY c» | 
Fi A | 


SUPPORT RIDERS 


JACK LAFFERTY SR., BOB BENNETT 
KEVIN BENNETT, RICHARD LAFFERTY 
AND CLIFF TENNEY 


For All Your Enduro and Cycle Needs, 
Plus Fast, Honest Service! 


AMA Discounts 


UPS Available 
625 NEW ROAD * SOMERS POINT NJ 08244 


| (oou pM 












WE CAN FIX IT!!! 
Motorcycle Radiators Only...Since 1990 


RADIATORS 


Clogged, Bent, Twisted, Smashed, or Leaking 
We fix them right! For as low as $35.00 
One-day service. We also fix oil coolers. 














EXCEPTIONAL GEAR FOR 
EVERY KIND OF RIDER. 
7 Call for our 100 page catalog 


MYLER'S (800)367-7699 (801) 280-8040 

8414 McDowell Ct., West Jordan, UT 84088 
filled with revolutionary P 
AETaQsnexdothing MAY 


& hundreds of f4 


other exceptional ME j fa 
product such as d = 3 
clothing, maps E 
DARIEN 
nis luggage, boots, JACKETS, 
books, . Way PAGES 


electronics, tools & more. d X 
FREE CATALOS es e" 
1-800-222- 1994 nod oY 
al bang 1927 * FAX 218-720- P 

S. 18" AVE. W. e DULUTH, MN EAM b ^ 











FRP CHAIN GUIDE 


For most makes & models. Stronger than stock, wider 
for o-ring chains, with replaceable wiper blocks. 


COMPLETE INVENTORY FOR KDX200! 
e OEM Parts e Aftermarket Parts 
e Performance Parts e Complete Shop Services 
* Large Inventory of Used KDX200 Parts 


FREDETTE RACING PRODUCTS 
31745 Dixie Highway * Beecher, IL 60401 
708-946-0999 fax 708-946-3264 


EXPERT SUSPENSION TUNING 


The cure for your suspension problems. 


314 Route 542 » New Gretna, NJ 08224 
(609)294-8703 ° Fax (609)294-3168 


cic, 


350 E. High St. ° Carlisle, PA 17013 
1-800-634-8283 





X 


KTM ° HUSABERG ° HUSQVARNA 
STOCK PARTS « MOTORCYCLES 
CUSTOMIZED SUSPENSION 


2350 Orangethorpe, Anaheim CA 92806 
(714)449-1271 FAX (714)449-1374 





* Baja Designs 


GAS-GAS GOES 
TO PORTUGAL! 
GET ON THE 
WINNING TEAM 
TODAY! 


GAS GAS North America 
35 Buckley Jones Road 
Cleveland, MS 38732 
Phone 601-843-3251 
Fax 601-843-9055 
www.ggna.com 
We are the exclusive North American importer 


for Gas-Gas Motocross, Enduro and Four-Stroke 
motorcycles, and the new Gas-Gas Quad 


ACING | Eonpona Ni 
MESA 
732-928-7800 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 


www.propilotracing.com 
SUSPENSION * MOTORES * PERFORMANCE PARTS 


DualSport & X-Country 


GioveBox 
numberplate bag 


A rock-solid 
mounting 
fits all 
headlight 
cowlings 


» waterproof 
materials 





: j« internal cargo 
retail AV. a | s compression 
; available - 5 Jl. the hardcore 

option! 


(Gh 40H IB E777 I ER LCSSEIM 
www.cycoactive.com 800-491-2926 





" JART Rolichart Sample 


9:27 
seam 9:28 
ROLLCHARTS 3:29 


9:30 

ANY ENDURO : 
ANY TRAIL RIDE $31 
ANY PLACE 932 


+ VERSION FOR AMY nioen 9°33 


* CHOICE OF AA 9:34 


a 
FACTORY RIDERS 9:35 


CALL OR WRITE 9:36 

1210 N. JEFFERSON ST 9:37 
"n 

ANAMEIM CA 92807 9:38 


(714) 666.0136 739 


t a time when you can buy any 

umber of 100% trail worthy 

motorcycles right out of the box, readers 

write me that they like to read about the days 

when 'out of the box' was where you START- 
ED to build an off-road ride. 

Let me tell you something about it before 


Hertíelder 


STE 


by Ed Hertfelder 


Out of the Box 


out, usually far enough ahead so that you'd 
drive into the stuff with your face. | can't say 
that l've ever been smacked in the face by an 
actual frog but many times I've impacted fly- 
ing mud slop that TASTED like frog. 

It was possible to let these clumps of mud 
swish past your ears by jinking your head to 


"I can't say that I’ve ever been smacked in the face 
by an actual frog but many times I’ve impacted flying 
mud slop that TASTED like frog." 


my "senior moments" become consecutive. 

The starting point were, almost always, 
British machines: Triumph, BSA, Matchless, 
Norton, Ariel, Royal Enfield and Velocette. 
Trouble was, all of them were designed, and 
built for, road travel. First things that had to 
be changed were the strictly 'street' tires, 
rims and spokes. Hard core riders usually 
had a pair of wheels already modified with 
heavier spokes and rims and trials pattern 
tires. These tires were further modified by 
carving out every other block on the tread 
pattern to make a half-assed sort of knobby. 

Having your own wheels was a great incen- 
tive to stay loyal to a particular brand, 
because it was nice to buy a motorcycle that 
your wheels would FIT. A slightly different 
axle spacing could be accommodated with an 
appropriate slice off the end of the correct 
size copper tubing. 

Correction: you needed two half sized slices 
of tubing to keep the wheel centered. 

A favored rim swap was from the wimpy 
originals to Akronts, with their seemingly 
unbreakable reinforcing ribs around the inner 
circumference. Akronts were hell for 
STRONG but had the annoying habit of pack- 
ing mud, and an occasional frog, between the 
deep ribs. This mud, and frog also | suppose, 
would dry rather quickly and the next serious 
impact with a log across the trail would dis- 
lodge mud from the high side of the rim and 
pack it tighter into the bottom half. 

This made the wheels so horribly out of bal- 
ance that, at any speed, the wheels would 
almost hop off the ground at each turn. 
Sooner of later the muck would fly up and 


46 Trail Rider 


one side, but a couple of fast left, right, lefts 
in quick succession presented a danger. With 
a helmet weighted with three pounds of 
sweat there was a distinct possibility 

of twisting your head off. 


boxes of 100. | 
suppose the 
assumption was 
that half the nip- 
ples would get lost. 

This was about 
right. 

There was, and 
remains to this day, a sin- 
cere mistrust of British 
electrical components. It is 
not true, as some have 
written, that there were a 
great many used clarinet 
reeds required in their manu- 
facturing. However, there WAS 
a measure of candlepower called 
LUCAS GLIM, which was almost 
as bright as the reflection of a cat’s 
eye during a full moon. 

Riders used a great variation of ignition 
modifications designed to keep water out and 
sparks in. Convoluted vent and drain hoses 


Much stronger spokes and heavy duty 
nipples were available from a attached with smooth head 
fellow named Curnutt in carriage bolts. The flange for 
Twenty Nine Palms, the wooden shovel handle 
California. It always could be attached to the 
seemed odd to me that front downtube with a 
the spokes came in REALLY low priced Pep 
batches of 50 while Boys muffler clamp kit. 
the nipples came in : l've been told that drain 


with one way valves were wrapped in and out 
of homemade air boxes. Sealing substances 
ranged from bathtub sealers to the popular 
"elephant snot,” a.k.a. Pep Boys weather- 
strip adhesive. 

Most of them seemed to work well until you 
rode to the edge of civilization, where all bets 
were off and a tow rope was worth its weight 
in gold. 

The one ignition modification that ALWAYS 
was successful was the use of a lantern bat- 
tery and a Chevrolet coil to power a total-loss 
ignition system, hard wired in with no switch- 
es to cause problems. 

Riders who forgot to kick their engine over 
to open the ignition points, so that there was 
no battery drain, especially overnight during 
a two-day qualifier, were often seen the next 
morning looking for rope to hang them- 
selves. And the square battery mounted 
ahead of the fork tubes made a presentable 
number plate. 

Speaking of plates: a strong, cheap, 
skid plate was often made from 
coal shovels 
























\ holes, to let mud 
drain out of the 
skid plate, could 
be drilled quickly 
with .38 Special 

mid range wad cut- 
ter loads. 

When using firearms 
always include a safe 
backstop. 

Eye and ear protection is 

strongly recommended. 


—Ed Hertfelder 


Ed Hertfelder is a teller of tales and 
writer of books, as well as author of the 
globally famous Duct Tapes stories. Like to 
have a list of Hertfelder columns from 1986? 
Ask nice with a S.A.S.E. to Ed's ranch at 
P.O.Box 17564, Tucson, AZ 85731. % 





Virtual this and cyber that - isn't it time you got your kids 


back into the real world? At KTM we think so, and we've 


designed six pint-sized Sportminicycles" to give you a video 
game alternative. From our entry-level 50cc Mini Adventure 
to the full race 65 SX, each kid-friendly bike is 
designed with the same features and quality found in 
our big bikes. Why play in the virtual world when the 
real one's just outside your door? Unplug your 
kids for 2000 with Sportminicycles" from KTM. 
There's nothing virtual about them. 


Major updates for 2000 include front and rear disk brakes, improved 
shifting and horsepower, WP shock, modified fork and chromoly steel 
frame and swingarm. 65 SX recommended for riders 9 - 11 years old. 





50 MINI ADVENTURE 
RECOMMENDED FOR RIDERS 4 - 6 YRS 





50 JUNIOR ADVENTURE / 50 SX PRO JUNIOR 
RECOMMENDED FOR RIDERS 4 - 6 YRS 


50 SENIOR ADVENTURE / 50 SX PRO SENIOR 
RECOMMENDED FOR RIDERS 7 - 8 YRS 









K Style is the official race gear of Team KTM 
and is available only at your local KTM dealer. 


Ergonomic kid proportions, adjustable seat 
height, big-bike styling, and an easygoing 
automatic clutch system are all 
standard on the 50cc Sportmini™ line. 
To get the whole scoop visit us at 
www.ktmusa.com 








